
New Baby
Please welcome our 
youngest new neighbor:

Delaney Rollins (Mapleleaf Court)
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Time for Catching 
Snowflakes!
Winter break starts 
December 22nd for 
Dublin City Schools, 
Bishop Watterson School, 
and St. Brigid of Kildare School.

Brett Burton (7309 Palmleaf Lane)
Tim & Betsy Schmalenberger (2193 Heatherfield)
John Schermerhorn (2262 Starleaf Lane)

A big Brookside Beacon welcome      
goes out to our new neighbors!

BSCCA meeting
The next BSCCA meeting is 
currently scheduled for Tuesday, 
February 17th at 7pm at the 
home of Kevin Caldwell. 

Coming soon
BSCCA Fee Assessments of $50 will be due 
on or before March 15, 2009.  Trustees will be 
collecting these fees from March 1-15.  For 
your convenience, you can make your check 
out to BSCCA (dated for March 15, 2009).  In 
addition, most trustees will have a collection 
envelope on their front doors to help in the 
collection efforts.  Please refer to Article V: 
Assessments in the Brookside Colony 
Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions for 
all terms and conditions.

Coming Soon
to our 

neighborhood

Holiday Decorating Contest
Details/Instructions on page 3
Ballot on page 4



Corrections for the September 2008 issue
When listing the BSCCA Officers for 2008-2009, 

Joe Chandler, Trustee for Zone 6, was inadvertently not listed (Sorry, Joe!).  
Also, Juliana Macquire”s name was misspelled.  It should have been 
Juliana Maquire (Sorry, Juliana!).

In the next edition of the Brookside Beacon, the meeting we 
had with the Neighborhood Liason Steve Soble back in 
October will be discussed.  There just wasn’t room in this 
edition to cover all the information he imparted.

Page 2

Congratulations to Amy Esswein
(Mapleleaf Boulevard), a Junior at 
Dublin Scioto High School, who will be 
inducted into the National Honor Society 
on December 1st.

Congratulations to recent Otterbein 
College Graduate Vincent Eckel
(Palmleaf Lane) for passing 
the Series 7 Exam*!   
This achievement was a 
requirement for Vincent to work
as a financial professional 
with AXA Equitable.

*For those who don’t know what 
this exam is, it is the General Securities 
Representative Exam given by the National 
Association of Securities Dealers.  After 
successful completion of this exam, the 
individual receives a license allowing his/her 
to deal securities (ie, stocks, equities, etc). 

Woo hoo!

Step on a crack…
Many of our neighborhood sidewalks are in 
need of repair.  Unfortunately, responsibility 
for these repairs fall upon the individual 
homeowners.  One of our neighbors, Ian 
Brown (Starleaf Lane), has begun the 
looking into repairing his sidewalk, from 
getting quotes, contacting the city about 
determining if trees are the source of the 
problem, etc..  He has suggested that if a 
number of homeowners are considering a 
similar undertaking, perhaps a group of 
homeowners may get better pricing from a 
contractor than an individual homeowner.  
Please contact Ian if you are interested in 
joining him with a possible pricing break 
opportunity on your sidewalk repair or for 
advice on navigating the repair process 
on your own . Ian can be contacted by 
e-mail at IBrown@sbcadvertising.com, 
be sure to put “Brookside sidewalk repair”
in the subject line of your e-mail.

Please remember that the 
speed limit within our 
neighborhood is 25 MPH



Instructions
Please read the information below as a family, whether you are just voting or whether you 
are participating, get ready to have some fun!!

1. Plan on walking or driving around the neighborhood to view homes on 
Friday December 19, Saturday December 20 and/or Sunday December 21 
between 7:00 and 9:00 pm.

2. If the lights are off, this signals that the home does not wish to be involved in the    
judging. Sometimes homes that have won several times turn their lights off.

3. There is one ballot per home and your address is listed on the ballot. Everyone in the 
home gets one vote…yep, the kids vote counts as much as the adults!

4. Leave your ballot at 7443 Mapleleaf Court (The Wrights) in the big gift box on the  
porch by 9:30 pm, Sunday December 21st. The Wrights will make certain to gather 
the ballots quickly so nothing happens to them. Alternatively, the ballot can be sent via 
e-mail to the Wrights at lwright521@sbcglobal.net 

5. The first choice listed will be worth 2 points and the second choice listed will be worth  
1 point. The winners will be the ones with the highest score.

6. What should you vote on? Whatever you wish…orderly appearance, consistent 
theme, effort to decorate, uniqueness, appeal to kids, EACH VOTER DECIDES.

7. Participants in the contest (a concern with kids voting) should not be 
encourage or influence others to vote for their home. 
Activities of this type could eliminate
whole neighborhood voting in the future.

8. The votes will be tabulated and winners will be 
announced on the sandwich board at the corner 
of Mapleleaf & Palmleaf on Monday, December 22nd.
The winners will receive their gift certificates on the 
evening of Monday, December 22nd.

9. Members that are not current on their association dues or 
in deed restriction violation status are not eligible for a prize, 
but are welcome to vote. At the delivery of this ballot 
all homes are eligible to vote and receive votes!!

10. Questions or concerns can be directed to Larry Wright at 766-2213.

Questions?   Contact Larry Wright (766-2213)
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The Brookside Colony  Holiday Decorating Contest   

Vote on December 19th, 20th or 21st
Ballots will be accepted until 9:30 pm 

on Sunday, December 21st

Prizes awarded on
Monday, December 22nd



Holiday Lighting Contest Ballot

Voter's Address _____________________________________________
(Each person in household gets to cast one vote for a 1st choice house and 

one vote for a 2nd choice house. 
If more than 4 members in your family, write in more blanks on back of ballot)

First Choice
Address ___________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________

Second Choice
Address ___________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________

 Ballots due by Sunday, December 21st at 9:30pm.
 Please drop ballot in box on porch at 7443 Mapleleaf Court or e-mail the  

ballot to the Wrights at lwright521@sbcglobal.net
 Voting to take place on Friday December 19th, 

Saturday, December 20th and Sunday December 21st

between 7:00 and 9:00 pm. 
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Keeping it fresh

Best wishes to all from 

the BSCCA for a 

happy, healthy, and safe 

holiday season!

Ah, the smell of fresh pine…
Many of you may be venturing out to find that perfect tree for your           

holiday festivities, whether it be freshly cut or living balled-and-burlapped
christmas tree, whether it is from a retail lot or directly from a tree farm.  

For some, this is an age-old family tradition; for others, this is a new 
adventure.  Here are a few tips on the care of a living or freshly cut 
evergreen tree.

If you purchase a fresh-cut tree at a retail lot, it is Important to check for 
freshness.  The tree should have a healthy, green appearance and the 
needles should not come off in your hand if you gently stroke the branch.  
The tree will need a fresh cut across the bottom (about an inch above the 
old base) so that water can be absorbed once you get it home and in the 
tree stand.  Be sure to keep your tree well watered.  It should be noted that 

a newly cut tree may take up a gallon of water the first day or two.  If the tree becomes dried 
out, it will shed its needles prematurely.  If this occurs, it is best to take down the tree and 
recut the base to restore water flow in the tree.  Keep the tree away from heat sources and 
be sure that tree lights are in good working order.  Be sure to turn off lights at bedtime or 
when leaving for an extended period of time.  After the holidays, the fresh-cut tree can be 
recycled.

Living christmas trees are a bit trickier.  These trees generally come in two forms:  the 
balled and burlapped form and the potted form.  The tree with its rootball bagged can be 
quite heavy and care must be taken not to drop the tree on its root ball to prevent damage to 
the roots.  The tree must also be conditioned by placing it in the garage or porch for a few  
days before bringing it into the house.  The tree should be kept in a cool location away from 
direct sunlight and heating sources.  The root ball should be kept slightly damp (but not 
flooded).   It is suggested that the tree not be kept inside for more than ten days since 
exposure to warm temperatures may cause the tree to come out of its dormancy.  The tree 
should be conditioned to the cold by placing it in the garage or porch for a few days prior to 
planting outdoors.  If the ground is frozen or if the tree cannot be planted immediately, it 
should be placed in a sheltered area with the rootball heavily mulched.  When planting, a 
hole should be dug about the depth of the root ball and about 2 times the diameter of the 
rootball.  Be sure to water and mulch the newly planted tree.

Those who choose a living or fresh-cut christmas tree should find satisfaction in not only 
supporting local tree farms (and economy) but in choosing an eco-friendly option as well 
(fresh-cut trees are easily recycled at the curbside while living trees can be planted to create 
beautiful landscaping accents). 


