@ The Brookside Beacon

A Community Newsletter for Brookside Colony Residents

Winter break: A Time for
Catching Snowflakes!
Dublin City Schools:
December 23 — January 3
Bishop Watterson School )
& St. Brigid of Kildare School :-
December 22 — January 2

December 2010

Holiday Lighting Viewing and Caroling

Join your neighbors in viewing the neighborhood
holiday lighting by meeting in front of The Caldwell
home (7403 Palmleaf Lane) at 6:30pm on Thursday,
December 16th.

Groups can choose to walk
around the neighborhood
while singing carols or can
pile in a car and drive
around the neighborhood.

Either way, we’'ll rally at the Caldwell’s firepit afterwards
for hot chocolate and smores. Hope to see you there!
Please RSVP to Larry Wright so he knows how
much hot chocolate and supplies to buy to make
smores (766-2213 or Lwright521@sbcglobal.net)

Clearing the Snow
Please be mindful to
move cars off the street
whenever there is a
significant accumulation
of snow, to allow the
snowplows to clear the
snow.

Keeping the
Neighborho

Safe!
Please keep in
mind that the Ohio
Fire Code states
that hydrants must
be free and clear of
any obstructions.
This includes snow.
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& Coming soon
The $50 BSCCA Fee
Assessment will be due on
- or before March 15, 2011.

See page 6 for more details

Holiday Decorating Contest

Details/Instructions on page 4
Ballot on page 5
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Former Neighbor Is Hitting It Big On The Music Charts

Former neighbor Mike Richards, son of MJ and Paul Richards (Mapleleaf Blvd.), just
released his new CD “Lucky Guess” on the major record label Innerground. The CD has
already hit No. 2 on the European music charts. And he will be touring Europe and South
America to promote the CD.

He has been putting out CDs for the past six years under the name “Random Movement.”

Mike showed an interest in music at an early age. He began taking piano lessons when
he was 3 years old. Even then, he composed his own music, MJ said.

Mike also taught himself to play guitar and keyboard. He played the upright bass in the
Jazz band and won a Louis Armstrong improvisation award.

He is a Dublin Scioto High School graduate. And he majored in journalism at Ohio State
University.

When he’s not on tour, Mike lives in Winter Haven, Florida.

For more information on Mike and to sample his music:
http://www.kmag.co.uk/editorial/features/random-movement-guest-mix
http://www.myspace.com/randommovementmusic

Thanks to MJ and Paul Richards (Mapleleaf Blvd) for providing this news!

Our deepest sympathy goes out to the Graves
family (Mapleleaf Court) on the loss of Ron
Graves, who passed away.

May your heartfelt memories bring you much
comfort.

Photo-sharing & Safety

Speaking of photos, you need to know that technology has
created new problems. Some cameras and smart phones embed
information in the photo that precisely marks the location where
the picture was taken. When that's the case, a photo taken in your
yard can pinpoint your address.

Some photo-sharing websites and networking sites remove
this information; others don't. Cameras and phones that use this
technology can be set to remove the location information. Here's
a news story that goes into detail about this relatively new
security risk: http://tinyurl.com/2az536e.

Excerpts taken from the November 29, 2010 article “Common sense, research will protect computer, family” by Bill
Husted, The Columbus Dispatch



How to keep pics safe in digital age

By Bill Husted
From September 6, 2010, The Columbus Dispatch

There goes last year’s vacation. Zap. It's gone forever. That great
Christmas? The one with prettiest tree ever? It disappeared, too.

Only your memories will remain if your family photos D
disappear. Digital photography, now the standard for most families,
offers an odd mixture of permanence and frailty.

The permanence comes from the fact that, unlike film, digital
photographs don’t fade. The sharpness and the color will stay
unchanged over the years, even centuries.

The frailty is caused by the fact that the photos usually are stored on CDs, DVDs and hard disks
that can and will eventually fail. Without careful planning, it's almost certain you'll eventually lose your
photos and be left with no way to replace them.

Today, we’ll talk about ways to ease the danger of your precious pictures disappearing. We'll start
by talking about the various ways people store photos.

The first stop for a digital photo is in the camera itself, which stores photos on a memory card. The
photo is written as a digital file onto the card. Later, those pictures are transferred from the memory
card to a computer’s hard disk — usually to get tweaked and edited with a photo-editing program.

Here comes our first tip: For pictures of historical importance to your family — weddings,
graduations and extra special holidays — put the camera’s memory card away, never to be used
again. It will serve as an extra protection in case the storage methods you use fail.

The price of these cards continues to drop. Although this method is still too expensive for routine
photos, it's well worth the price for pictures destined to be viewed by your children and the children of
your children.

Now let’s pick up the trail that most pictures follow.

Many of you keep your photos on your computer’s hard disk and make back-up copies on a CD or
DVD. Hard disks eventually die. But so do CDs and DVDs. With dumb luck, a CD or DVD can literally
last for 100 years or more. On the other hand, that same dumb luck can strike in a crueler way. There
are plenty of ways for a CD or a DVD to fail: Exposure to sunlight over a long period, scratches, a fire
or tornado at your home or just the bad luck of using a CD or DVD that is flawed in some way.

Although there’s nothing wrong with keeping photos on your hard disk and making a copy to a CD
or DVD — in fact, | encourage it — more needs to be done to increase the chances that your photos
will stick around at least as long as you do.

Online storage is one of the best ways to safeguard your photos. After all, almost all businesses
protect their data by storing back-up copies at a second location. For one thing, that ensures that your
photos won’t go away even if your home is destroyed in a fire.

Plenty of free websites offer photo storage. Just check to be sure the site doesn’t compress the
digital photo during the storage process — you'll lose picture quality if that happens.

For-pay storage sites are the best bet for important photos. And because these sites specialize in
storing backup copies of all your computer’s data — not just the pictures — you can Kill two birds with
one stone by staring everything on one of these sites.

So, for crucial photos, you save the original memory card. Then, you copy the photos to a hard
disk, make backup copies on CDs or DVDs and then store an extra copy at an online service.

There’s still one more thing that | recommend, and it's very old-fashioned.

Make prints of the photos you treasure most and put them in a photo album. For one thing, that
makes it easier for family and friends to gather as a group and share the delight of looking through
these pictures. It also gives you one more method of saving the pictures.

Although scanning a print will result in some loss of quality, the results can be satisfactory. And it
would sure be better than nothing if all your other storage methods failed.

Besides, there’s something especially satisfying about gathering round and praising the beauty of
that long-ago Christmas tree or laughing at the hairdo Mom was so proud of So many years ago.
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g% 2010 Brookside Colony Holiday Decorating Contest g

& ; Instructions

Z)2)

Uy It is once again time for the BSCCA Holiday Decorating contest and we hope our neighbors will be
involved in the woting process. Please read the information below as a family, whether you are just

hﬁ} voting or whether you are paricipating, get ready to have some funil

{t 1. Plan on joining us on Thursday evening, 1216, at 6:30pm in front of Kevin & Mary Beth

s-;i's Wright at Jwright521@sbcglobal net by 9:30pm on Thursday, December 16"
{} 5. The first choice listed will be worth 3 points; the second choice listed will be worth 2 points;
{‘ﬁ"* and the third choice will be worth 1 point. The winners will be the ones with the highest

SCOres.
{T@ 6. What should you vote on? Whatever you wish.___orderly appearance, consistent theme,
{T.:?"* effort to decorate, unigueness, appeal to kids, EACH WVOTER DECIDES.

E,@ 7. Participants in the contest {(a concern with Kids voting) should not be encouraging or
i

{'ﬁ? Caldwell's house at 7403 Palmleaf Lane to walk around the neighborhood to view the fﬁ;
] holiday lights and sing carols. If you don't want to walk, we can also have car loads driving &=
{ﬁr around the neighborhood to view the lights. Afterwards, there will be a get together at the {ﬂ
{ﬁ? Caldwell’s house to tum in your ballots and sit around a fire pit in their backyard and drink &.Q‘:'
,ﬁ; hot chocolate eat smores, and share the holiday spirit with your neighbors. If you are
{Evci:- planning on paricipating in this event by walking or riding as a group to view the holiday (ﬁa
lights, please RSVP to Larmy Wright so he knows how much hot chocolate and supplies to
{%; buy to make smores (766-2213 or Lwright521@sbcglobal net) ﬁ
13 2. Ifthe Ii_ghts are off, this signals that the hnn_'le does not v!lis!': to be involved in the judging. 1;%;
*f&" Sometimes homes that have won several times tumn their lights off. ﬁ
; 3. There is one ballot per home and your address is listed on the ballot. Everyone in the home
{T@ gets one vote. . yep, the kids vote counts as much as the adults! fi@
i 4_ Ifyou elect not to participate in the group viewing of the lights, please vote and leave your {Iﬁ'ﬂ'-‘-
ballot at 7443 Mapleleaf Court {The Wright's house) in the big gift box on the porch starting
oy Tuesday evening, 12/14. Baliots must be tumed in by 9:30 pm, on Thursday, December 47
wgﬁ 16th. So, if you want your house to be judged as part of the contest, please leave your ﬁ
%f__ holiday lights on the nights of 12/14 through 12M16. The Wrights will make certain to gather
ﬁs‘g’ the ballots quickly so nothing happens to them. Or, you can also e-mail your ballot to Larmy Eﬂ?
g
i

influencing others 1o vote for their home. Activities of this type could eliminare whole

32

neighborhood voting in the future.
1 8. The votes will be tabulated and be announced on the sandwich board at the comer of
{T@ Mapleleaf & Palmleaf on Saturday, 12/18. Gifts cerificates will be delivered on Saturday,

v

R Ry 2 2 2 2 25y

12M8.
{T“S; 9. Members that are not current on their association dues or in deed restriction violation status
{ﬁ:’ are not eligible for a prize, but are welcome to vote.
w‘? 10. Questions or concems can be directed to Lamy Wright at 766-2213 or
i Lwright521@sbcglobal net.
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{ﬁ-* Brookside Colony Holiday Decorating Contest §
Y &
0 Ballot for: N
{Eg fwrite your address on line abave) g
& Please write legibly; if we can’t read it. the vote won't count!

{ﬁh legibby: if - f?ﬁ;
< e deme ouger
6% K
ff‘? Family Member #1 é@‘
®_ &
{;ﬁ Family Member £ éﬁ-‘a
™ &
4 Family Member #3 f§
& Family Member #4 !
& &
{;ﬁ Family Member #5 ﬁ‘
™ &
{E Family Member #6 f?
& &
{E Family Member #7 *ﬁ
™ &
{ﬁ‘-} Family Member %8 fi
Y ®
{i@ Family Member #9 irf\‘?
S &
Y Family Member #10 by
Y &
i€ &
< &
0% &
aﬁ@ﬁ"f&*ﬁﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁﬁ@?ﬁ@



Brookside Colony Home Owners,

BSCCA has been informed by our legal council that we are to make it known to everyone, in writing, what
our schedule is for payment of the annual assessment of $50 and what the consequences are for non-
payment of the $50 by the end of the grace period. This information is as follows:

The annual assessment of $50 for 2011 will be due and payable to BSCCA as follows:
$50 assessment due by:  March 15, 2011
Grace period ends: March 25, 2011

A Trustee will let you know when they will personally come around to collect, checks can be post dated
to March 25, 2011.

Envelopes will be on desighated Trustees doors from the time of your first notice until March 15, 2011.

After March 15, 2011 and during the grace period from March 15 to March 25, 2011 any resident who has not
paid their assessment will be responsible to take their check directly to the Treasurer, Bruce Carpenter at 2315
Littleleaf lane.

Anyone who needs to make special arrangements to have their assessment check picked up can
contact their trustee directly. Trustees are listed in the directory or can be found on the BSCCA web site at
www.brooksidecolony.com

Amount due and payable at 12:01 on March 26, 2011 will be as follows:
$50 + 75 = $125 + 18% interest per annum on the entire unpaid balance due BSCCA

Uniform Late fee set by the BSCCA on 5/12/09 is $75
Information of any unpaid assessments will be sent to the BSCCA Attorney by March 30, 2011
Please refer to Article V Assessments of your covenants and restrictions located in the back of your
directory for more information on additional charges and other consequences. If you do not have a directory
please refer to the BSCCA web site at www.brooksidecolony.com for this information.

Contents in black taken from the Brookside Colony recorded Covenants and Restrictions Article V
Assessments.

Contents in red are notes from the Brookside Colony Civic Association as per actions the BSCCA has taken in
the past or will take in the future.

Assessment created pursuant hereto shall be effective, provided it is created as provided herein, if
written notice of the amount thereof is sent by the Board of the Association to the Lot owner subject thereto at
least ten (10) days prior to the due date thereof. NOTE: BSCCA has been and will continue to give the proper
notice of the due date of the BSCCA annual $50 assessment, which also included the end date of the grace
period and the week that a trustee would be coming around to personally collect the annual assessment.
Residents have been and will continue to be given the option to drop off their check at their Trustee's home or
at the home of several desighated Trustees who have envelopes attached to their front door, checks can be
post dated to the last day of the grace period. The notice is sent out by e-mail and hand deliver to any
resident that is not in the BSCCA e-mail system. The notice is also sent out in the BSCCA First Quarter
Newsletter, this Newsletter is also sent out by e-mail and hand delivered to residents not on the e-mail system.
Written notice mailed or delivered to a Lot owner's Lot shall constitute notice to that Lot owner, unless the Lot
owner has delivered written notice to the Board of the Association of a different address for such notices, in
which event the mailing of the same to that last designated address shall constitute notice to that Lot owner.

Assessment or portion of any installment of any assessment is not paid within ten (10) days after the
same has become due, the Board of the Association, at its option, without demand or notice, may (i) charge
interest on the entire unpaid balance at the rate of Eighteen percent (18%) per annum, and (ii) charge a
reasonable, uniform, late fee, as determined from time to time by the Board of the Association. Assessments,
together with interest, late fees, and all collection and enforcement costs, including reasonable attorney fees,
shall be a charge and a continuing lien in favor of the Association upon the Lot against which each such
assessment is made. At any time after an assessment levied pursuant hereto remains unpaid for thirty (30) or
more days after the same has become due and payable, a certificate of lien for all or any part of the unpaid
balance of that assessment, interest, late fees, and costs, including attorney fees, may be filed with the
Franklin County Recorder, pursuant to authorization given by the Board of the Association. NOTE: The late
fee was set by the board on 5/12/09 in the amount of $75.

Thank you in advance for your continued support,
Your Brookside Colony Association Board



Houseplant care in wintertime

Now that outdoor chores are finished, a ga.n;j_gner's attention can turn indoors to houseplants.

From about October to April, most houseplants are in a restlng State unless exposed to
artificial light.

Because they're no Ionge tively growing (in resu&e to shorter days, lower light and
cooler weather), their care must b adjustea&"

From now until about April, reduce watering unless the home is very warm and the humidity
is low; don't fertilize or_repot;"andyif possible, incteasedli humidity.

Tropical foliage plants thriViesin thei we envi nts where humidity is often 80 percent
or greater. An average heated homeiin the wint ight have a humidity level below 20 percent,
which can cause brown or scorched leafitips. -

Indoor humidity can be increased by grouping plants together, using a room or furnace
humidifier, watering preperly and avoidi fts and high temperatures.

A pebble tray might help. Layer pebbles in.a shallow tray, fill with water just to the top of the
pebbles, then set potted plants on the pehbles. Double-potting may also work: Sink pots in a
larger container, then fill in between the two.pots with moistened sphagnum moss. Misting
foliage isn't useful in raising humidity becatse wate replets evaporate too rapidly.

Overwatering is perhaps the leading ca‘ of eath. Roots that are surrounded by
water and have little available oxygen soon rot;-leading to plant decline or death. Remember,
plants are not growing in the winter and'are using little water.

Most plants do well when the soil mixis moderately moist - that is, cool and barely moist to
the touch. Cacti and succulents can tolerate greater dryness, so let the mix become crumbly dry
for several days before watering.

Rather than pour on a couple of ounces of water every few days, saturate the potting mix to
fill all the pore spaces; let the water drain out through the pot's drainage hole.

This method leaches out excess fertilizer salts in the soil, which build up over time. It also
exchanges the air in the soil mix. Don't allow drainage water to seep back into the mix; empty
the saucer as soon as the container drains completely.

Don't allow the potting mix to dry excessively. If the salt level is high in the container, root
damage can occur. If the mix is excessively dry and hard to re-wet, try double watering. Water
once, let the pot drain, and then water again half an hour later; or place the pot in a sink or
bucket filled with water. Remove it from the sink or bucket when the soil surface is moist. Allow
the pot to drain after using these methods.

Excerpt taken from the December 5, 2010 article “Houeplant care changes in winter” by Jane C. Martin,
The Columbus Dispatch

Best wishes to all from
the BSCCH for a

katty, kealthy, and safe
koliday seasan!
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