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. this isn’t our car"’

“You were right ..

Welcome,
New Neighbors!

The Witherspoon Family (Littleleaf Lane)
The Qutiefan Family (Palmleaf Court)
Drew Schwegman, Jeff Sferro,

& Kyle Coffman (Palmleaf Lane)
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Clearing the Snow

Please be mindful to move cars off the street
whenever there is a significant accumulation
of snow, to allow the City of Columbus
snowplows to clear the snow from the street.

Keeping the

Winter break: A Time for

Catching Snowflakes!
Dublin City School

& St. Brigid’s:

December 22 — January 2
Bishop Watterson

& St. Andrew Schools:

December 21 — January 2

Neighborhood Safe!
Please keep in mind that the
Ohio Fire Code states that
hydrants must be free & clear
of any obstructions.

This includes snow.

Coming soon

Very festive, but | can’t seem to find the door.”

The $50 BSCCA Fee
Assessment will be
due on or before
March 15, 2012.

Holiday Decoratlng Contest
Details/Instructions on page 5
Ballot on page 6
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What's NEW?
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' NEW This year!

Best Daytime Display

There will be one additional

A Big Welcome to New BSCCA Members category for our Holiday
o Lighting Contest: Best
District 1 Trustee: Meg Taylor (Palmleaf Court) Daytime Decorations.
District 2 Co-Trustee: Bonnie Cloyd-Ruff (Palmleaf Lane) Be sure to use the ballot
District 5 Co-Trustee: MJ Richards (Mapleleaf Blvd) found on page 6, in the
Holiday Lighting Contest Chairperson: general email or on the
Maria Davis (Palmleaf Lane) website.
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Eeessmea B (10 maniBUildinglContest

OF HS CELL PHoNE ... THIS 15
ENBARRASSING .-

Wﬁﬂ@&? A first-ever snowman building contest

Neighbors, young and old Wﬁﬂ@?

W[h]@[m@ On the first school snow day where
there is enough snowfall (there will be a general
email and post on the website to announce it)

In your front yard, of course! Wﬂﬂ@ﬁ]@?

(How else would all the neighbors see your
creation?)

Bt B ’ Wﬂﬂw What else do you have to do when
— there’s a snow day?

In addition to the “fame and glory” of winning the
s o o 1 QIR O contest, winners will receive a small award for
their efforts. Be creative and have fun!
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Fresh Look for Our Website

The Brookside Colony website
* (www.brooksidecolony.com) was redesigned
- and relaunched in October.
Updated weekly, the website includes
- neighborhood news and announcements,
p— e \;.,J.’f ' community events, classified ads, and
Lﬂﬁ\ 3 resources to get you the neighborhood-relevant
- information you might need.
Be sure to check it out!

Keep Your Home Safe During the Holidays

A few simple steps can help discourage burglars during
the holidays:

-

FHTRRIEI. '
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* After opening gifts, break down and throw away or
recycle boxes. Do not leave empty boxes next to trash
cans.

» Don't post public notices on social-networking websites
such as Facebook that you'll be out of town.

» Don’t put gifts beneath your tree if they’re in plain sight of a window.

* If you go out of town, have someone move your car occasionally if it's parked in the
driveway.

* Turn your telephone ringer down so no one outside can hear it ring unanswered.

» Don’t let snow pile up in your yard or driveway, especially in places that would show
footsteps or tire tracks if you were home

* Use timers to operate lights.

* Never leave a key hidden outside.

» Secure windows, including those upstairs, and reduce the chance of easy entry by cutting
tree limbs away from second-story windows.

Source: The Columbus Dispatch

Holiday Travel Tip

Traveling by car with kids?
Holiday Catalog Disposal Tip Here's a tip from one

“Hints From Heloise” reader:

One way to keep your kids
entertained is to give each child a
map with the route highlighted as
well as points of interest along the
way. They can enjoy looking for the
sights and coloring pictures of
things they saw on the trip.

From a “Hints From Heloise” reader:
During the holidays, | recycle a lot of
unwanted catalogs. Remember to
remove your name, address, and order
information from the catalog as well as
the pre-printed order form usually
attached inside the catalog.

Adapted from The Columbus Dispatch,

November 6, 2011 Adapted from The Columbus Dispatch,

July 17, 2011




Exterior Enlightenment

So you want a spectacular light
display? Here are a few things to
consider.

Start with planning. Don'’t start
hanging lights until you know what's
ahead. Know where each strand is
headed — and where it will end up —
to avoid 20 feet of lights dangling
from the corner of the roof or a dark
space where lights should be.

And part of that plan is knowing where to plug in the lights and when not to overdo it.
Experts say about 75 large (C-7 or C-9) bulbs can be strung end to end (or about 700
miniature lights, which draw less power). A single outlet can typically handle three such
strands.

Warm them up. Christmas lights hang much easier if they’re warm — the cord is more
pliable, so move them from the garage to the house to stretch them out. It's also a good idea
to check that the lights work before stringing them on the house and landscaping.

Use proper tools. Shingle and gutter clips for hanging lights are widely available. Use them
instead of a staple gun to hang lights. Clips leave a professional look because all the lights
point in the same direction. For stringing lights around high trees, use an extension pole.

Start at the bottom. When stringing a tree or any vertical object, experts recommend
starting at the bottom to avoid ending up with a bundle of extra lights at the base of the tree.

Don’t overdo it. More isn’t necessarily merrier, even at Christmas. Experts advice against
flooding every tree, shrub, roofline, and window and door frame with lights. Instead look for
some balance across the property and find a focal point. Give particular attention to a tree,
shrub, or entrance to accent the overall treatment. That's especially true if you're short on
lights: use them on one or two spots instead of spreading them sparsely across many
elements.

Look down low. Although trees and rooflines tend to be the focus, don’t automatically
bypass low spots. A border of lights along a driveway or an illuminated boxwood hedge or
planter can offer a dramatic look without the need for a ladder.

Pick a color. It's fine to use one color of lights for the shrubs and another for the house
trim, but experts caution against mixing and matching all over the place.

Sweat the details. Christmas decorating is like most other endeavors: the more time you
spend, the better the result. Although it might be easier to wrap net lights around tree trunks,
experts say single strands look better. Likewise, spend the time to freshen up old wreaths and
bows when they come out of the box. Take the extra minute or two to hide power cords behind
downspouts or shrubs. Be sure to wrap trees in the same way, so they look symmetrical from
the street.

Keep it natural. In your haste to illuminate, don’t overlook natural decorations, such as
wreaths, garlands, and greenery. They can say Christmas just as much as the lights.

Make it yours. Whether your tastes run to inflated Santa sleighs or a simple door wreath,
do what reflects you and the home. Just because all your neighbors went with icicle lights this
year doesn’t mean you have to.

Adapted from “Exterior Enlightenment” by Jim Weiker, The Columbus Dispatch, November 20, 2011
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o 2011 Brookside Colony Holiday Decorating Contest
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iﬁ Instructions

{ﬁ It is once again time for the BSCCA Holiday Decorating contest and we hope our neighbaors will be

k% inyolved in the voting process. Please read the information below as a family, whether you ane just

A voting or whether vou are paricipating, get ready to have some funll

L

T We have added a fun new category this year @ Flease vote on the best decorated home in the
daytime.

i, i
o

Rules: If the lights are off, this signals that the home does not wish to be involved in the
judging. Sometimes homes that have won several times turn their lights off.
1. Thereis one ballot per home and vour address is listed on the ballot. Everyone in the home
gets one vote_._vep, the kKids vate counts as much as the adults!
2. The first choice listed will be worth 3 points; the second choice listed will be worth 2 paints;
and the third choice will be worth 1 point. The winners will be the ones with the highest
5COres.
3. What should vou vote on? Whatever vou wish...ordedy appearance, consistent theme,
effort to decorate, unigueness, appeal to kids, EACH VOTER DECIDES.
4, Participants in the contest {a concern with kids voring) showld not be encouraging or
inflirencing others to vote for their home. Activities of this iype couwld efiminate whole
neighborhood voting in the future.
5. Pleasefes! free to vote between 1212 and 1218 by 9:00 pm...the votes will be counted
and signs will be placed in vards.
will be a wrapped box on the front porch to put vour votes.
7. Members that are not current on their assodation dues or in deed restriction violation status

are not eligible for a prize, but are welcome to vote.
. Cluestions or concerns can be directed to Maria Davis at 315-2242 ar

MDavis2203@aol.com

L L L L L e L L L L L L L e L L L L L L L R e R )
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-
Brookside Colony Home Owners,

The BSCCA has been informed by our legal council that we are to make it known to everyone, in writing,
what our schedule is for payment of the annual assessment of $50 and what the consequences are for non-
payment of the $50 by the end of the grace period. This information is as follows:

The annual assessment of $50 for 2012 will be due and payable to BSCCA as follows:
$50 assessment due by: March 15, 2012
Grace period ends: March 25, 2012

A Trustee will let you know when they will personally come around to collect, checks can be post-dated
to March 25, 2012.

Envelopes will be on designated Trustees doors from the time of your first notice until March 15, 2012.

After March 15, 2012 and during the grace period from March 15 to March 25, 2012 any resident who has not
paid their assessment will be responsible to take their check directly to the Treasurer, Bruce Carpenter at 2315
Littleleaf lane.

Anyone who needs to make special arrangements to have their assessment check picked up can
contact their trustee directly. Trustees are listed in the directory or can be found on the BSCCA web site at
www.brooksidecolony.com

Amount due and payable at 12:01 on March 26, 2012 will be as follows:

$50 + 75 = $125 + 18% interest per annum on the entire unpaid balance due BSCCA

Information of any unpaid assessments will be sent to the BSCCA Attorney by March 30, 2012

Please refer to Article V Assessments of your covenants and restrictions located in the back of your
directory for more information on additional charges and other consequences. If you do not have a directory
please refer to the BSCCA web site at www.brooksidecolony.com for this information.

Contents in black taken from the Brookside Colony recorded Covenants and Restrictions Article V
Assessments.

Contents in red are notes from the Brookside Colony Civic Association as per actions the BSCCA has taken in
the past or will take in the future.

Assessment created pursuant hereto shall be effective, provided it is created as provided herein, if
written notice of the amount thereof is sent by the Board of the Association to the Lot owner subject thereto at
least ten (10) days prior to the due date thereof. NOTE: BSCCA has been and will continue to give the proper
notice of the due date of the BSCCA annual $50 assessment, which also included the end date of the grace
period and the week that a trustee would be coming around to personally collect the annual assessment.
Residents have been and will continue to be given the option to drop off their check at their Trustee's home or
at the home of several designated Trustees who have envelopes attached to their front door, checks can be
post dated to the last day of the grace period. The notice is sent out by e-mail and hand deliver to any
resident that is not in the BSCCA e-mail system. The notice is also sent out in the BSCCA First Quarter
Newsletter, this Newsletter is also sent out by e-mail and hand delivered to residents not on the e-mail system.
Written notice mailed or delivered to a Lot owner's Lot shall constitute notice to that Lot owner, unless the Lot
owner has delivered written notice to the Board of the Association of a different address for such notices, in
which event the mailing of the same to that last designated address shall constitute notice to that Lot owner.

Assessment or portion of any installment of any assessment is not paid within ten (10) days after the
same has become due, the Board of the Association, at its option, without demand or notice, may (i) charge
interest on the entire unpaid balance at the rate of Eighteen percent (18%) per annum, and (ii) charge a
reasonable, uniform, late fee, as determined from time to time by the Board of the Association. Assessments,
together with interest, late fees, and all collection and enforcement costs, including reasonable attorney fees,
shall be a charge and a continuing lien in favor of the Association upon the Lot against which each such
assessment is made. At any time after an assessment levied pursuant hereto remains unpaid for thirty (30) or
more days after the same has become due and payable, a certificate of lien for all or any part of the unpaid
balance of that assessment, interest, late fees, and costs, including attorney fees, may be filed with the
Franklin County Recorder, pursuant to authorization given by the Board of the Association. NOTE: The late
fee was set by the board on 5/12/09 in the amount of $75.

Thank you in advance for your continued support, }
Your Brookside Colony Association Board Special note to those who RENT:

Please consult with your property owner regarding the

payment of this fee assessment. Depending on your lease,
you may be responsible for paying it.




Ask Mr. Science!

Winter would, of course, not be complete
without dreams of a white holiday season, which brings to mind that
age-old question of whether any two snowflakes could ever be alike. So,
Mr. Science, would you mind telling us, is it true that no two snowflakes
are ever alike?

Well, the answer to that question really depends upon what
specifically you mean by “snowflake” and just what you mean by “alike”.

Mr. Science, you’re not going philosophical on our readers, are

you?

Not at all. But perhaps the best way to answer your question is to begin
with the process by which snowflakes form. You see, snow crystals form at low
atmospheric temperatures when micron-size cloud droplets condense and solidify into
hexagonally symmetrical crystals which then proceed through the Wegner-Bergeron-
Findeison process to. . .

Whoaaa!!! Could you say that so that our readers will understand?

Oops. Being too much the scientist again, eh? OK, so as | said, in plain
English this time, at low temperatures, water molecules in the sky solidify into ice
crystals which start out small then grow to larger sizes typically consisting of a million
trillion water molecules by the time they land on
our eyelashes or noses. When the water molecules
first freeze into ice crystals, say at a size of
ten molecules, the possible variety of
arrangements is very limited. So it wouldn’t be
unusual to find many identical, or nearly so, of
these “nano” snowflakes. However, as the
additional water molecules condense upon
the nano-flake to form a snowflake several
millimeters in size (the size most people see at
ground level), the variety of arrangements
increases exponentially. Think about the number
of possible ways you could order 100 books
on your bookshelf — just under 10*%8 (that's a
number 1 followed by 158 zeros), and the
number of water molecules in a typical snowflake
is far, far greater than 100. So while it is not
impossible for two snowflakes to be identical,
the probability is vanishingly small. Still this
should not dissuade you from conducting your
own search. If nothing else, you will bear witness
to the spectacular beauty and wonder nature
(and the season) provides us.
Happy holidays to all.




Keeping it fresh

Ah, the smell of fresh pine...

Many of you may be venturing out to find that perfect tree for your holiday
festivities, whether it be freshly cut or living balled-and-burlapped christmas tree,
whether it is from a retail lot or directly from a tree farm. For some, this is an age-old
family tradition; for others, this is a new adventure. Here are a few tips on the care of a
living or freshly cut evergreen tree.

If you purchase a fresh-cut tree at a retail lot, it is
Important to check for freshness. The tree should
have a healthy, green appearance and the needles
should not come off in your hand if you gently stroke
the branch. The tree will need a fresh cut across the
bottom (about an inch above the old base) so that
water can be absorbed once you get it home and in the
tree stand. Be sure to keep your tree well watered. It
should be noted that a newly cut tree may take up a
gallon of water the first day or two. If the tree becomes
dried out, it will shed its needles prematurely. If this
occurs, it is best to take down the tree and recut the
base to restore water flow in the tree. Keep the tree
away from heat sources and be sure that tree lights are
in good working order. Be sure to turn off lights at
bedtime or when leaving for an extended period of time.
After the holidays, the fresh-cut tree can be recycled.

Living christmas trees are a bit trickier. These trees
generally come in two forms: the balled and burlapped
form and the potted form. The tree with its rootball
bagged can be quite heavy and care must be taken not
to drop the tree on its root ball to prevent damage to the
roots. The tree must also be conditioned by placing it
in the garage or porch for a few days before bringing it into the house. The tree
should be kept in a cool location away from direct sunlight and heating sources. The
root ball should be kept slightly damp (but not flooded). It is suggested that the tree
not be kept inside for more than ten days since exposure to warm temperatures may
cause the tree to come out of its dormancy. The tree should be conditioned to the cold
by placing it in the garage or porch for a few days prior to planting outdoors. If the
ground is frozen or if the tree cannot be planted immediately, it should be placed in a
sheltered area with the rootball heavily mulched. When planting, a hole should be dug
about the depth of the root ball and about 2 times the diameter of the rootball. Be sure
to water and mulch the newly planted tree.

Those who choose a living or fresh-cut christmas tree should find satisfaction in not
only supporting local tree farms (and economy) but in choosing an eco-friendly option
as well (fresh-cut trees are easily recycled at the curbside while living trees can be
planted to create beautiful landscaping accents).

For information about finding your own tree at a Christmas

tree farm in central Ohio:

http://pickyourownchristmastree.org/OHxmascolumbus.php




‘Tis The Season

A few things you might not know about
that Poinsettia you have in your home
or office:

* The red “flowers” are actually not
flowers at all, they are specialized leaves
(called bracts). The flowers are actually the
tiny yellowish-green buttons at the center
of the bracts.

* Poinsettias originally came from Mexico and are thought to
have been cultivated by the Aztecs. They have been a holiday
staple since the 1820s when the U.S. Ambassador to Mexico
began sending the plants to botanical gardens in the U.S.

* It is a myth that the plant is poisonous to humans and
animals, but the milky sap which oozes from a recently
broken stem can cause skin or stomach irritation.

* Poinsettias need to be kept indoors (temperatures above 60
degrees) and protected from drafts from doors, windows, and
furnace vents.

* When watering Poinsettias, keep the soil only slightly moist.
They do not tolerate standing water.

* Poinsettias account for 85 percent of potted plant sales
during the holidays and 90 percent of those sold are grown in

the U.S.
Adapted from The Columbus Dispatch, December 4, 2011

Certified Babysitter
Available
in Brookside Colony

If anyone is in need of a i
night out or someone to

babysit while attending T
a holiday party, @?
Marianna Smilonich g\

is available. Marianna

attended the American Red Cross
certification course for babysitting in
March of 2011.

Marianna is a 6™ grader at Davis
Middle School. She enjoys playing with
children, is an Honor Roll student, is
responsible and caring and would love to
babysit your child(ren). If interested,
please contact Melissa or Mike Smilonich,
614.425.5031, of Mapleleaf Court.

Gift Idea

A tip from a “Hint From
Heloise” reader for a
gift to family members
in assisted-living
settings: Because
they have very little
room to display family
photos, take the
unframed photos and
put them in a
scrapbook complete
with bright colors,
stickers, and letters to
make them really
“pop.” This way
precious memories are
close at hand without
cluttering the room.

Adapted from The
Columbus Dispatch

November 6, 2011

fs’mzadt{mm
the BSCCH for 2
kappy, kealtly, and safe
koliday seacon!

‘Happy
Holidays
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