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“You were right …
this isn’t our car!”

Clearing the Snow
Please be mindful to move cars off the 
street whenever there is a significant 
accumulation of snow, to allow the 
City of Columbus snowplows to clear 
the snow from the street.

Keeping the 
Neighborhood Safe!
Please keep in mind that the 
Ohio Fire Code states that 
hydrants must be free & clear 
of any obstructions.  
This includes snow.   

The $50 BSCCA Fee 
Assessment will be 
due on or before 
March 15, 2013.  

See page 6 for more details

Coming soon

Winter break: A Time for 
Catching Snowflakes!
Dublin City School:

December 24 – January 4
Bishop Watterson, St. Brigid’s 

& St. Andrew Schools :
December 21 – January 2

Holiday Decorating Contest
Details/Instructions on page 2
Ballot on page 3

New Baby
Congratulations to the 
Waters Family on the birth of 
a daughter (Mapleleaf Blvd)

Welcome,
New Neighbors!

Kris Shaffer (Mapleleaf Boulevard)
Jordan Lookabaugh (Littleleaf Lane)
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Standout Cutout Cookies

Easy techniques in decorating take cookies from plain to pretty
By Robin Davis

Source: The Columbus Dispatch, November 30, 2011 

Plain sugar cookies fare just fine. Those with a sprinkle of colored sugar look good.

Yet, for bakers with limited decorating skills, cutouts are easily dressed up with more 
than smears of frosting.

We aren’t talking about the cookies that seem to have been decorated by an artist — 
those that might be pictured in a magazine such as Martha Stewart Living. We’re 
talking about prettier-than-plain but easy-for-the-typical-cook creations.

To keep the stress low while making pretty cookies, follow a few guidelines:

• Get the most cookies from the dough by trying just a couple of 
shapes — or even a single shape, such as a star or tree.

• Pick just a couple of colors for the frosting. Use disposable pastry 
bags with different tips instead of cleaning and reloading the same bag 
between uses.

• Choose decorations in complementary hues.

Red sugar with red frosting looks polished. A mixed-color sugar turns out best on white. 
Gold and silver look stunning on red, green or white.

Craft stores such as Jo-Ann and Michaels carry a variety of colored sugars beyond the 
traditional, yielding extra-special cookies without the extra work (other than a trip to the 
store).

Still think you don’t have the skills? 
Dip plain cookies halfway into melted 
chocolate.

The contrast gives the result a 
professional touch.

A Few Decorating Ideas

1.  Pipe an outline around the edge of a cookie with buttercream or royal icing. With 
buttercream icing, try a scalloped-edge tip.
2.  “Fill” the outline with royal icing to create a smooth, solid color. Or use royal icing to 
secure small items such as chocolate chips or hot cinnamon candies as eyes or buttons.
3.  Sprinkle the wet frosting generously with sprinkles or colored sugar. After the icing 
dries, gently shake off any excess sugar.
4.  Dip a plain sugar cookie in melted chocolate. Place the cookie on wax paper until the 
chocolate is set.



So you want a spectacular light 
display? Here are a few things to 
consider.

Start with planning. Don’t start 
hanging lights until you know what’s 
ahead. Know where each strand is 
headed – and where it will end up –
to avoid 20 feet of lights dangling 
from the corner of the roof or a dark 
space where lights should be.

And part of that plan is knowing where to plug in the lights and when not to overdo it. 
Experts say about 75 large (C-7 or C-9) bulbs can be strung end to end (or about 700 
miniature lights, which draw less power). A single outlet can typically handle three such 
strands.

Warm them up. Christmas lights hang much easier if they’re warm – the cord is more 
pliable, so move them from the garage to the house to stretch them out. It’s also a good idea 
to check that the lights work before stringing them on the house and landscaping.

Use proper tools. Shingle and gutter clips for hanging lights are widely available. Use them 
instead of a staple gun to hang lights. Clips leave a professional look because all the lights 
point in the same direction. For stringing lights around high trees, use an extension pole.

Start at the bottom. When stringing a tree or any vertical object, experts recommend 
starting at the bottom to avoid ending up with a bundle of extra lights at the base of the tree.

Don’t overdo it. More isn’t necessarily merrier, even at Christmas. Experts advice against 
flooding every tree, shrub, roofline, and window and door frame with lights. Instead look for 
some balance across the property and find a focal point. Give particular attention to a tree, 
shrub, or entrance to accent the overall treatment. That’s especially true if you’re short on 
lights: use them on one or two spots instead of spreading them sparsely across many 
elements. 

Look down low. Although trees and rooflines tend to be the focus, don’t automatically 
bypass low spots. A border of lights along a driveway or an illuminated boxwood hedge or 
planter can offer a dramatic look without the need for a ladder.

Pick a color. It’s fine to use one color of lights for the shrubs and another for the house 
trim, but experts caution against mixing and matching all over the place.

Sweat the details. Christmas decorating is like most other endeavors: the more time you 
spend, the better the result. Although it might be easier to wrap net lights around tree trunks, 
experts say single strands look better. Likewise, spend the time to freshen up old wreaths and 
bows when they come out of the box. Take the extra minute or two to hide power cords behind 
downspouts or shrubs. Be sure to wrap trees in the same way, so they look symmetrical from 
the street.

Keep it natural. In your haste to illuminate, don’t overlook natural decorations, such as 
wreaths, garlands, and greenery. They can say Christmas just as much as the lights.

Make it yours. Whether your tastes run to inflated Santa sleighs or a simple door wreath, 
do what reflects you and the home. Just because all your neighbors went with icicle lights this 
year doesn’t mean you have to. 

Adapted from “Exterior Enlightenment” by Jim Weiker, The Columbus Dispatch, November 20, 2011

Exterior Enlightenment
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Brookside Colony Home Owners,
The BSCCA has been informed by our legal council that we are to make it known to everyone, in writing, 

what our schedule is for payment of the annual assessment of $50 and what the consequences are for non- 
payment of the $50 by the end of the grace period. This information is as follows:

The annual assessment of $50 for 2013 will be due and payable to BSCCA as follows:
$50 assessment due by: March 15, 2013
Grace period ends: March 25, 2013

A Trustee will let you know when they will personally come around to collect, checks can be post-dated 
to March 25, 2013.

Envelopes will be on designated Trustees doors from the time of your first notice until March 15, 2013.
After March 15, 2013 and during the grace period from March 15 to March 25, 2013 any resident who has not 

paid their assessment will be responsible to take their check directly to the Treasurer, Bruce Carpenter at 2315 
Littleleaf lane.  

Anyone who needs to make special arrangements to have their assessment check picked up can 
contact their trustee directly.  Trustees are listed in the directory or can be found on the BSCCA web site at 
www.brooksidecolony.com

Amount due and payable at 12:01 on March 26, 2013 will be as follows:
$50 + 75 = $125 + 18% interest per annum on the entire unpaid balance due BSCCA

Information of any unpaid assessments will be sent to the BSCCA Attorney by March 30, 2013
Please refer to Article V Assessments of your covenants and restrictions located in the back of your 

directory for more information on additional charges and other consequences. If you do not have a directory 
please refer to the BSCCA web site at www.brooksidecolony.com for this information. 

Contents in black taken from the Brookside Colony recorded Covenants and Restrictions Article V  
Assessments.
Contents in red are notes from the Brookside Colony Civic Association as per actions the BSCCA has taken in 
the past or will take in the future.

Assessment created pursuant hereto shall be effective, provided it is created as provided herein, if 
written notice of the amount thereof is sent by the Board of the Association to the Lot owner subject thereto at 
least ten (10) days prior to the due date thereof. NOTE: BSCCA has been and will continue to give the proper 
notice of the due date of the BSCCA annual $50 assessment, which also included the end date of the grace 
period and the week that a trustee would be coming around to personally collect the annual assessment. 
Residents have been and will continue to be given the option to drop off their check at their Trustee's home or 
at the home of several designated Trustees who have envelopes attached to their front door, checks can be 
post dated to the last day of the grace period.  The notice is sent out by e-mail and hand delivered to any 
resident that is not in the BSCCA e-mail system.  The notice is also sent out in the BSCCA First Quarter 
Newsletter, this Newsletter is also sent out by e-mail and hand delivered to residents not on the e-mail system. 
Written notice mailed or delivered to a Lot owner's Lot shall constitute notice to that Lot owner, unless the Lot 
owner has delivered written notice to the Board of the Association of a different address for such notices, in 
which event the mailing of the same to that last designated address shall constitute notice to that Lot owner.

If assessment or portion of any installment of any assessment is not paid within ten (10) days after the 
same has become due, the Board of the Association, at its option, without demand or notice, may (i) charge 
interest on the entire unpaid balance at the rate of Eighteen percent (18%) per annum, and (ii) charge a 
reasonable, uniform, late fee, as determined from time to time by the Board of the Association. Assessments, 
together with interest, late fees, and all collection and enforcement costs, including reasonable attorney fees, 
shall be a charge and a continuing lien in favor of the Association upon the Lot against which each such 
assessment is made.  At any time after an assessment levied pursuant hereto remains unpaid for thirty (30) or 
more days after the same has become due and payable, a certificate of lien for all or any part of the unpaid 
balance of that assessment, interest, late fees, and costs, including attorney fees, may be filed with the 
Franklin County Recorder, pursuant to authorization given by the Board of the Association. NOTE: The late 
fee was set by the board on 5/12/09 in the amount of $75.

Thank you in advance for your continued support,
Your Brookside Colony Association Board
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Special note to those who RENT:
Please consult with your property owner regarding the 

payment of this fee assessment. Depending on your lease, 
you may be responsible for paying it.



A few things you might not know about that Poinsettia you 
have in your home or office:

• The red “flowers” are actually not flowers at all, they are 
specialized leaves (called bracts). The flowers are actually the
tiny yellowish-green buttons at the center of the bracts.
• Poinsettias originally came from Mexico and are thought to have 
been cultivated by the Aztecs. They have been a holiday staple since the 1820s 
when the U.S. Ambassador to Mexico began sending the plants to botanical gardens 
in the U.S.
• It is a myth that the plant is poisonous to humans and animals, but the milky sap 
which oozes from a recently broken stem can cause skin or stomach irritation.
• Poinsettias need to be kept indoors (temperatures above 60 degrees) and 
protected from drafts from doors, windows, and furnace vents. 
• When watering Poinsettias, keep the soil only slightly moist. They do not tolerate 
standing water.
• Poinsettias account for 85 percent of potted plant sales during the holidays and 90 
percent of those sold are grown in the U.S.

Adapted from The Columbus Dispatch, December 4, 2011

‘Tis The Season

Best wishes to all from 

the BSCCA for a 

happy, healthy, and safe 

holiday season!

Keep Your Home Safe During the Holidays

A few simple steps can help discourage burglars during the holidays: 

• After opening gifts, break down and throw away or recycle boxes. 
Do not leave empty boxes next to trash cans.

• Don’t post public notices on social-networking websites such as 
Facebook that you’ll be out of town.

• Don’t put gifts beneath your tree if they’re in plain sight of a window.
• If you go out of town, have someone move your car occasionally if it’s parked in the driveway.
• Turn your telephone ringer down so no one outside can hear it ring unanswered.
• Don’t let snow pile up in your yard or driveway, especially in places that would show footsteps    

or tire tracks if you were home
• Use timers to operate lights.
• Never leave a key hidden outside.
Source: The Columbus Dispatch
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