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Ready, Set…Spike!  
The Brookside Colony 
volleyball players took 
the fall championship 
on a cold night 
(52 degrees) in October.  Considering our 
record was 0-9 the first session and 3-3 the 
second session, we were pleasantly 
surprised.  We also want to thank our 
numerous list of substitutes:  we couldn’t 
have done it without you.
We are looking for more players for the nine- 
week session beginning July 13th.  If 
interested in playing, contact Chris Heldman 
at 766-0903.  All registrations with money are 
needed by June 30th.
(contributed by Mary Ellen Heldman)

A big welcome to our 
youngest new neighbor:  
Kelty Davis (Palmleaf Lane).

A big welcome to our 
newest neighbors:
Hatton/Raney (Mapleleaf Blvd)
Ragavan/Vinasithamby (Palmleaf Lane)

Club Brookside
If you don’t feel like walking alone or you 
need a little inspiration to go for a walk, there 
is a solution.  Join your neighbors in the 
walking club by meeting them at the corner 
of Littleleaf Lane and Mapleleaf Boulevard 
any evening at 7pm.  Everyone is welcome 
and you can join at any time.  For additional 
information, contact Mary Ellen Heldman.

Block party
The Social Committee is 
organizing a Neighborhood 
Block Party for sometime 
in August or early 
September.  
More details to follow.

School’s out!

While summer may not           
officially begin until 

June 21st, many of our 
young neighbors will be 
eagerly counting down the 

next few days (on one hand, mind you) as their 
summer break nears.  The last day of school 
for Dublin City Schools, Watterson, and Tree 
of Life School is June 4th.  Worthington 
Schools last day is June 6th.  Congratulations 
on the completion of your school year and 
have a safe summer vacation!

Summer Boulevard
With warmer weather and the end of the 
school year, there are more and more of                       

our neighbors (large and small) 
out and about.  Please keep our 
neighborhood safe by driving 
carefully on our neighborhood 
streets and by observing 
the posted speed limit

of 25MPH.   Thank you!  
Have a safe summer!

Please note that the Social Committee is a 
separate organization from the Brookside 
Colony Civic Association.  



Stepped Out
Ladies’ Night Out held 
April 17th by the Social                    

Committee at Vaqueros went 
very well.  There were about 

12 Brookside Colony ladies in 
attendance and all are reported to have 
had a wonderful time meeting new 
neighbors and catching up with old ones.  
It was agreed that the ladies of 
Brookside should get together more 
often.  New events and more Ladies’ 
Night Out to come.
(contributed by Mary Ellen Heldman)

Treasure Hunt?
The Brookside Colony 
Garage Sale went well 
May 31st.  It was 
reported that 12 families were expected to 
participate, despite the storms that blew 
through hours before opening time.  A big 
THANK YOU goes to Mary Short for 
organizing this event—from collecting fees 
to placing the ad in the Dublin News to 
distributing balloons.

THWAK!
Many of our neighbors use the sidewalks 
throughout the neighborhood, whether for walking, 
jogging, skating, bicycling, skateboarding…well, 
you get the idea.  It would be helpful for those 
using our sidewalk system if we keep a clear path 
for them by trimming low-hanging tree branches.  
Thank you for being a good neighbor!

Keeping watch
As many of you may have noticed, we have been getting more 
messages from Kathy Pease (brooksidealert@yahoo.com) 
regarding unfortunate happenings in the neighborhood.  There are a 
few things each of us can do to help reduce these incidences: 
1) Keeping vigilant.  If you witness suspicious activities whether on 

your property or your neighbors, report it to the police (and to the 
Brookside Alert).

2) Turning on outside lights at night.  This often succeeds in 
deterring criminals. 

3)  Closing garage doors when unattended.  This prevents someone from helping themselves to 
items stored in the garage.
4)  Placing automatic garage doors on lockdown at night.  This prevents someone from using a 
garage door opener to break into the garage (or house) while the occupants are sleeping or 
away.
5)  If cars are parked in the driveway or on the street, keeping valuables out of sight is advisable 
to prevent break-ins.

As part of a continuing effort to keep our residents informed of any important information or 
crimes that affect our area, Brookside Alert has been signed up for The Columbus Division of 
Police Alert Network.  Kathy Pease will distribute these alerts by e-mail, but residents can also 
get information at CitizenObserver.com.
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Congratulations Graduates!
Brookside Colony has several of its neighbors graduating from either high school or college 
this year.  A big congratulations and best wishes for your future goes out to each and every 
one of you.  This is quite an accomplishment and you have made your parents and 
neighborhood proud!                        Congratulations to:

Bobby Ashley (Mapleleaf Boulevard) 
Max Benton (Starleaf Lane) 
Andy Chenevey (Mapleleaf Boulevard) 
Nicholas Eckel (Palmleaf Lane) 
Vincent  Eckel (Palmleaf Lane) 
Chris Hammond (Mapleleaf Court) 
Lisa Kimball (Starleaf Lane)
Scott Klarman (Mapleleaf Boulevard) 
Rachel Mott (Mapleleaf Boulevard)
Priya Murali (Palmleaf Court)
Shelby Oster (Mapleleaf Boulevard) 
Abirami Ramalingam (Mapleleaf Boulevard)
Colin Waldman (Mapleleaf Boulevard) 
Katie Zwick (Palmleaf Lane)
Sarah Zwick (Palmleaf Lane)

The Brookside Beacon was able to obtain additional information on some of our graduating 
seniors (thanks to their parents). 
Bobby Ashley will be graduating from Dublin Scioto High School.  He will be attending 
Columbus State Community College in the fall.
Max Benton will be graduating from Dublin Scioto High School June 7th.  He will be 
attending The Ohio State University, main campus in the fall.  He and Scott Klarman hope 
to be roommates.
Andy Chenevey will be graduating from Dublin Scioto High School June 7th.  He will be 
attending University of Toledo in the fall to study Pharmacy.
Nicholas Eckel graduated from Bishop Watterson High School May 31st.  He will be 
attending Miami University in the fall where he will study business.
Vincent  Eckel will be graduating from Otterbein College June 15th with a Bachelors of 
Science in Business Administration degree in Finance and Economics.
Chris Hammond graduated Magna Cum Laude with Departmental honors from the 
University of Toledo School of Business with a major in Finance and a minor in Business 
Law on May 2nd.  He will be heading to Law School in the fall.
Scott Klarman will be graduating from Dublin Scioto High School June 7th.  He will be 
attending The Ohio State University, main campus in the fall.  He and Max Benton hope to 
be roommates.
Shelby Oster will be graduating from Dublin Scioto High School.  She will be attending 
The Ohio State University, main campus in the fall where she will pursue a major in 
Education and a minor in English.
Colin Waldman will be graduating from Dublin Scioto High School on June 7th. He will be 
attending The Ohio State University, main campus in the fall where he will pursue his 
interests in biological sciences.
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Page 4Your Garden Variety Pests
Let’s face it, we put a lot of work into our landscaping and gardens and the last thing we want 

is for pests to single-handedly destroy all our efforts.  While it may be tempting to pull out the full 
arsenal of pesticides available to the gardener, there are some eco-friendly alternatives that we 
might explore first.

Moles, shrews, squirrels, raccoons, and cats are but a few of the local wildlife in Brookside 
Colony that can ravage a garden.  For many of these animals, simply encouraging your dog to 
urinate around the perimeter of the garden or applying predator urine (which 
can be bought at a garden center) may help deter these unwanted animal 
visitors.  For moles and shrews, there are devices such as the Solar Moler
which emit vibrations that deter them from digging in your garden.  
For squirrels, it is suggested to install a wire mesh just below the soil surface 
to help deter digging.  To protect plants from being chewed upon by squirrels 
or cats, sprinkling pepper (black pepper or chili pepper) on leaves of the plants that are being 
“sampled”;  however, the rain washes this away and frequent reapplication is necessary.  A 
motion-activated sprinkler is also suggested to deter unwanted animal visits in your garden.  To 
deter cats, adding plants to your garden landscape such as Coleus Canin (aka “scaredy cat” 
which smells like peppermint schnapps), lemon-smelling plants such as lemon balm, lemon 
thyme, or lemon verbena, or lavender, rue, geranium, or absinthe may help.  Other eco-friendly 
kitty deterents such as ground citrus rinds, used tea leaves or coffee grounds, or pine cones 
sprinkled in mulch may be met with success.  Live-capture traps are available which allow the 
home owner to capture the animal, transport it in the trap to another location, and release the 
animal in a more suitable environment.  A potential pitfall to this option is that you might 
inadvertently trap an animal you weren’t expecting to trap (like a skunk).  A simple scarecrow can 
dissuade birds from visiting your garden, as do plastic grocery bags flapping in the wind.

There are many insects which can infest our gardens.  Spray application of a mixture of clove, 
thyme, and sesame oil, South Neem Oil,                       or mixture of black pepper and flour have 
all been reported to successfully repel                         many insects;  however, reapplications 
may be necessary as rain may wash the                       oils away.  Planting companion plants 
(either to repel or attract insects) can                        also work well.  Some examples are: Bay 
Leaf (dried leaves combined with cayenne pepper, tansy, and peppermint act as a natural 
insecticide dust and, bay leaves can deter ladybugs from invading your home), Catnip can deter 
aphids, Japanese beetles, and ants (however, it can be quite inviting for cats), white-flowering 
Chrysanthemums can repel Japanese beetles, Coriander can repel aphids and spider mites (a 
tea can be made to spray for spider mites), Garlic can deter moths, Japanese beetles, and snails 
(concentrated sprays can repel aphids, whiteflies, and fungus gnats on your indoor and outdoor 
plants), Geranium can repel Japanese beetles, Gopher Purge deters gophers, moles, and 
shrews, Larkspur attracts and kills Japanese beetles (but is poisonous to humans and animals as 
well), Lemon Balm, when sprinkled in a powder mixture deters many insects (crushed leaves 
rubbed on your skin can be used as a mosquito repellent), Petunias tend to repel certain aphids 
and tomato worms—the leaves can be used to make a potent bug spray, and Rue which repels 
aphids, slugs, and Japanese beetles, among others*.  

As for weeds, there are a few eco-friendly alternatives available, such as Dead-Eye 
(a vinegar-based product) or granulated corn gluten (which also works as a 
fertilizer).  

While these are but a few pest management ideas, it does serve to remind us  
that there are many ecologically-friendly options available to the gardener.  

*information obtained from www.ghorganics.com

http://www.ghorganics.com/


Carrabba’s Chicken Bryan
1  tablespoon minced garlic 1/4  cup chopped fresh basil 
1  tablespoon minced yellow onions 1/2  teaspoon kosher salt 
2  tablespoons butter  1/2  teaspoon white pepper  
1/2  cup dry white wine 6  boneless skinless chicken breast halves 
1/4  cup fresh lemon juice extra virgin olive oil, for brushing 
2/3  cup cold butter, sliced  1/2  teaspoon salt  
1 1/2  cups chopped sun-dried tomatoes  1/2  teaspoon black pepper  
8 ounces Caprino goat cheese (or other goat cheese), room temperature  

Saute garlic and onion in 2 tablespoons butter in a large skillet over medium heat until tender. 
Stir wine and lemon juice into skillet, increase heat to medium high, and simmer to reduce by half. 
Reduce heat to low and stir in cold butter, one slice at a time.
Stir in tomatoes, basil, kosher salt, and white pepper; remove from heat; set aside. 
Brush chicken breasts with olive oil and sprinkle with salt and black pepper. 
Grill chicken 15-20 minutes (or until thoroughly cooked) 
A couple of minutes before chicken is done, place equal amounts of cheese on each breast. 
Spoon prepared sun-dried tomato sauce over chicken.
Serves 6
Preparation time:  ~35 minutes                          Total time:  ~55 minutes
Calories per serving:  540 calories                    For low fat version: substitute chicken broth for butter

Here’s a recipe I thought I’d share with y’all!  It tastes just like the restaurant’s version, 
easy to make, and great to serve when company comes!
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For about two weeks in August, I brace myself for a 
major battle with…the Japanese beetle.  While I find 
these shimmering metallic green somewhat 
aesthetically pleasing, the devastation they wreak 
on my follage is not something to be 
ignored.  Beetle traps have fallen 
out of favor—they attract beetles 
alright, but it seems to be from a 
100-mile radius—and should they find something more 
attractive to munch near the trap, kiss that little 
investment goodbye.   Obviously, there are pesticides 
which can be applied to the tasty leaves, but with pets 
and children around, it may not be the best option for 
some homeowners.  Probably the most effective non- 
chemical based method for controlling a Japanese 
beetle invasion is to knock them off the leaves into a 
soapy solution and wash the pheromones which attract 
more beetles off the leaves with a good soaking of 
water (or soapy water).  There are plants which may 
serve as natural repellents which include catnip, chives, 
garlic, and tansy.  In addition, a lawn treatment is 
available which will offer control at the larval stage of 
the Japanese beetle life cycle.  This product is called 
Milky Spore (a bacteria), which is available at garden 
centers and takes a few years to reach maximum 
protection when applied properly to your lawn.

Y-O-U have a say…
Please contact me with any neighborhood 
news, article ideas you may have, your own 
story contributions, recipes, etc. that you 
think should be included in future issues of 
the Brookside Beacon Newsletter.  After all, 
this is YOUR newsletter—what is it YOU 
want to see included?
Thank You!
Debbie Knight (knight.11@osu.edu)
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