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Welcome New Neighbors!
Tyler Schmalenberger (2193 Heatherfield)
Matt & Christine Davidson (2278 Starleaf Lane)

The Easter Bunny is Coming to ‘

Brookside Colony!
Kids, get your baskets ready, the e
Neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt
is coming! The Social
Committee will announce the
day, time, and location soon.

Change in BSCCA Officer Position
BSCCA Vice President Andrew Arana will
be moving out of our neighborhood. Thanks
to Andrew for his years of service on the
BSCCA, you will be missed!

To fill this vacancy,
Karen Douglas has
agreed to serve as

JJ BSCCA Vice President.
| Thanks, Karen!

In the Know...
Don't forget to check the
Brookside Colony Civic

The Neighborhood Buzz

Kimberly Williams, daughter of
Donna and Roger Williams of
2286 Starleaf Lane (and our
former neighbor), was married
on January 31st and now
resides in Chapel Hill, NC.
Congrats to the Williams family!

Gail Curtis (2310 Palmleaf Court) is a proud
grandparent, again! Her daughter (and former
neighbor), Jenny Zuehlke, gave birth to twins,
Collin and Claire, on February 13%".
Congratulations!

Association website for 4
community events

and announcements
at www.brooksidecolony.com

BSCCA meeting

The next BSCCA meeting is
currently scheduled for Tuesday,
May 12" at 7pm at the home of
Kevin Caldwell.

COMMUNITY
CHEST

Annual Fee Assessments are due March 15t

It's that time of year again when the Annual Fee Assessments are
due. The BSCCA Trustees will be collecting your checks between
March 15t and March 15"
fellow neighbors, performing this not-always-so-pleasant task as a
service to our neighborhood community . Please be considerate of
these hardworking neighbors.

For more information about Fee Assessments
and WHO your trustee is.... see page 2

Please remember that these are your
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District 2
Donna Nick
7411 Palmleaf Lane
793-1191

District 3
Bruce Carpenter
2315 Littleleaf Lane

799-9371
District 4 District 4
Cheri Oster Mary Ellen Heldman
7280 Mapleleaf Blvd || 7329 Mapleleaf Blvd
761-9726 766-0903
District 5 District 5
Donna Rutherford Joe Chawner
7395 Mapleleaf Blvd || 7366 Mapleleaf Blvd
760-9578 799-2047
District 6

Kathy Pease
2251 Starleaf Lane
799-2251

District 7 District 7
Karen Douglas Juliana Maguire
7425 Silverleaf Ct 2366 Starleaf Lane

Snouffer Road 889-5363 766-8130

District 8
The Brookside “Community Chest” Larry Wright
Ah, spring is in the air (well, almost)... 7443 Mapleleaf Ct
March Madness is upon us... 766-2213
and it's time again for the Annual Fee Assessments
for 2009 to be collected. This year, the $50 fee assessment is due on or before March 15, 2009 with a
14-day grace period which ends March 29t%. Each district has an assigned trustee (or trustees) given the
task of collecting these assessments (please see the map above to identify your assigned trustee).

Many of the trustees will have envelopes posted on their doors to facilitate this collection process, but
they may also go door-to-door to collect this fee. To make this process
easier for all, please have your check ready, made out to “BSCCA” in
the amount of $50.

So, what'’s the purpose of this fee assessment? This fee is used to
maintain, landscape, and light the Brookside Colony entrance walls
(located at Snouffer Road and Mapleleaf Boulevard)—all serving to
make our neighborhood a more attractive place to live. This fee also
covers snow removal contracted by the BSCCA, Directory printing costs, .
website fees, and membership fees for representation in other neighborhood associations. For a
complete list, please consult the back of your Brookside Colony Civic Association Directory and
Handbook or visit the BSCCA website at www.brooksidecolony.com.




Left Standing at the Curb

As many of you are aware, the City of Columbus has discontinued the citywide yard
waste pickup due to budget cuts. While the city is considering limited yard waste pickup in
the months of April and October, this matter remains undecided. This leaves many
Brookside Colony residents in a quandry about what they will do with their yard waste.
While the City of Columbus is encouraging residents to take their yard waste to one of
several locations*, this may not be practical for everyone. One option is for the individual
homeowner to hire a private contractor to pick up their yard
waste. Rumpke (the contractor for Columbus) cannot
yet offer this service as a subscription until the limited pick up
issue is settled. One resident got a quote from a contractor
for $9 per home per week. While this particular quote seems
a bit expensive, it is thought by many that as the situation
evolves, the pricing will become more reasonable. Pricing
may also become more reasonable if one company is
contracted for a neighborhood community. = :

As a neighborhood, we need to tackle this issue in a respon5|ble manner. Lettlng yard
waste pile up in the yard, illegally dumping yard waste in the drainage sewers or in the
Brookside Colony lake, or placing yard waste in the refuse collection bins are all violations
of the City of Columbus Codes. Should a neighbor see such activity, they are advised to
report this to the 3-1-1 system (see page 6 of this newsletter).

As Brookside Colony neighbors look for responsible solutions to the yard waste issue, we
should share this information with each other through the general e-mails sent out by Donna
Nick or at the next BSCCA meeting on May 12th. After all, we’re all in this together and
none of us want to be left standing at the curb.

*consult http://refuse.ci.columbus.oh.us/yardwaste.htm for exact locations

Senior Pride

Graduation is coming up soon and we would like to honor those students
who will be graduating from High School or College this year by listing their names
on a banner that will be displayed at the entrance. Please contact Cheri Oster
(by phone: 761-9726 or e-mail: coster@columbus.rr.com) by April 30t with the
name of your graduate.

If you would like to include your graduate in the June issue of the Brookside Beacon, please contact
Debbie Knight by e-mail at knight.11@osu.edu. Additional information such as the school from which the
student will be graduating, any honors or scholarships awarded, any future plans such as the college
he/she will be attending, what major will be pursued, etc. is also welcomed and encouraged.

How Does Brookside Colony Rate?

The Franklin County Auditor has added some new features to the property

search program on their website*. One of these new features include a

“Property Profile” which provides such property attributes as neighborhood

trend (ours is considered “improving”) and neighborhood description (ours

is considered “average”). This particular feature has caused a bit of a stir

in some communities: resented by some, yet applauded by others,

according to The Columbus Dispatch (February 21, 2009). Another new feature is found under the
“MAP(GIS)” tab and includes several ways to look at neighborhood statistics, such as appraised property
values, recent sales, and square footage in a mapped format. Overall, these improvements seem to
make searching for property information a little more user-friendly and readily available to the general

public. ...and it doesn’t hurt that our neighborhood had a favorable rating...
*www.franklincountyauditor.com




Holiday Decorating Contest Winners

decorating and/or voting, in this year’s holiday decorating contest.

The holiday spirit was alive and well in Brookside Colony!

Congratulations to this year’s winners!

First Place:
Second Place:
Third Place:

Thanks to Larry and Diane Wright for organizing this activity!

7280 Littleleaf Court, The Boryczewski Family
7403 Palmleaf Lane, The Caldwell Family
7353 Mapleleaf Boulevard, The Gallagher Family

The BSCCA would like to thank all those neighbors who participated, either by §

If anyone has suggestions for next year’s holiday decorating contest,
please contact Larry and Diane Wright at Lwright521@sbcglobal.net

New Ohio Law goes into effect in April
There’s a new law that may affect our young neighbors, regarding
booster seats. Starting April 6, 2009, the state of Ohio will be
enforcing the “Ohio Booster Law”. This means that children ages 4
through 8 years who are less than 4 foot, 9 inches in height must be

in a booster seat when riding in a motor vehicle. For more

information on this new law, refer to www.boostohiokids.org.
Thank you, Melissa Smilonich (Mapleleaf Court), for providing this important safety information.

Trash collection schedule for the City of Columbus

Note: Brookside Colony is on the NAVY rotation

Rotating Calendar for Residents
with Color-Collection Schedule

Questions?? Call our Columbus City Call Center
at 311 or 645-3111

Collection New Year MLK Jr. Presi- Memorial | Independ- Labor Columbus | Thanks- | Christmas
Color Day Day dent’s Day Day ence Day Day Day giving Day Day
1/1/09 1/19/09 2/16/09 5/25/09 7/3/09 9/7/09 |10/12/09|11/26/09 |12/25/09
GOLD FRI MON TUE WED THU FRI MON TUE WED
GRAY MON TUE WED THU FRI MON TUE WED THU
m TUE WED THU FRI MON TUE WED THU s
PINK WED THU FRI MON TUE WED THU FRI MON
- THU FRI MON TUE WED THU FRI MON TUE

**For Navy collection areas, a collection will be made on Thursday 12/24/09 and again on Monday 1/4/10.
Please note: Collection days are not affected by the Good Friday or Veteran's Day holidays.

Recycle, Columbus!
ycie, LY

From: http://refuse.ci.columbus.oh.us/monthly color calendar.htm




The Neighborhood Liaison Program

The Neighborhood Liaison Program is an initiative started a few years ago by Columbus City
Mayor Michael Coleman in an effort to get city government out where people live.
Neighborhood Liasons serve as a direct two-way link between
neighborhoods and Columbus City government. Some of their
= responsibilities include: (1) providing information directly to
. individual citizens and neighborhood groups regarding available city
I services, (2) consulting with city staff, state officials, and
= representatives of private industry about the needs of Columbus
- neighborhoods, and (3) advocating for neighborhoods while seeking to
maintain a balance between the needs of the city as a whole and the
needs of the individual neighborhoods.

Our Neighborhood Connection

We had a special guest at the Brookside Colony Civic Association meeting in October: our
Neighborhood Liaison from the City of Columbus, Mr. Steve Soble. For the past four years, Mr.
Soble has covered a wedge-shaped neighborhood area (areas 4 and 6, if you're following along
at the Columbus.gov website) reaching through German Village,
the OSU campus areas, Clintonville, Brookside Colony, and
beyond. As you can imagine, each neighborhood poses its
own unique challenges and his “beat” is comprised of
approximately 90,000 people, so he keeps pretty busy. i _
His role is to meet with neighborhoods such as ours and —
help to address the needs of these neighborhoods. Sometimes that means connecting the right
people with the right services and sometimes that means advocating for that neighborhood.

Mr. Soble applauded our neighborhood for being so organized. Specific examples of how well
our neighborhood is organized are the Brookside Colony Civic Association and the neighborhood
block watch we have established, as well as our participation in the Northwest Coalition. Many
neighborhoods, he said, are not nearly so organized or cohesive. He also praised how well
networked our neighborhood is, citing the e-mail network, the newsletter, and the website
through which we can disseminate neighborhood news and/or alerts.

Now, the neighborhood liaison is not to be confused with the Code Enforcement Officer for
our area. That would be the job of Rob McNeal who will investigate issues reported to the 3-1-1
call system to determine if a code violation has been made. If there is a code violation, Mr.
McNeal will issue a citation to the property owner. For most code violations, the property owner
has 14 days to remedy the problem. If a second visit is required by the code enforcement
officer, then the case will proceed to the Franklin County Environmental Court. For more
information how this system works, please see the article below.

So, thanks to our visit with Mr. Soble, we now have a better idea how the Neighborhood
Liason Program works, a better idea how to have our neighborhood voice heard, and a better
idea how to deal with neighborhood issues that may arise. It has helped many of our Brookside
Colony neighbors understand a little better that we are indeed a community with a voice.

Contact information for Steve Soble: Office phone (614) 645-8621 and e-mail: slsoble@columbus.gov.
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What is the 3-1-1 Call System?

A citizen of the City of Columbus can call the 3-1-1 Call System at
(614) 645-3111 (or through the 3-1-1 website link at
www.columbus.gov) to report a possible violation of Columbus city
codes. Reporting problems in this manner will generate an
electronic trail indicating the time, date, and information provided by
the caller. A tracking number will be assigned to that complaint. It
is important to write down this tracking number so that the status of
the complaint can be followed by calling the phone number above or
by checking on the website. The more details you can provide at the time of your call (such
as a specific address, dates the issue occurred, etc.), the more easily the complaint will be
directed to the right agency. It should also be noted that a complaint can be made with or
without providing your name.

If the complaint involves a possible city code violation, a code enforcement officer will be
sent to investigate the complaint to determine if a city code really is in violation. If there is a
violation, the enforcement officer will issue a citation to the property owner. For most code
violations, the property owner has 14 days to remedy the problem. If a second visit is
required by the code enforcement officer, then the case will proceed to the Franklin County
Environmental Court. It should be noted that there is currently a shortage of code
enforcement officers, so it may take a little longer for the officer to investigate an issue than
it has in the past.

Currently, the code enforcement officer for our area is Rob McNeal. While our code
enforcement officer can be contacted directly with questions, it is best to work through the
3-1-1 system to initiate a complaint so that it can be tracked effectively.

Keeping Watch

While we’ve enjoyed a quiet, crime-free winter, we should

keep in mind that as the weather warms up, so may I“H“A"” by Jim Unger
criminal activity. To help reduce any unfortunate incidents
from occurring in our neighborhood, there are a few things
each of us can do.

1) Keeping vigilant. If you witness suspicious activities in
our neighborhood, please report it to the police (and to
Brookside Alert).

2) Turning on outside lights at night. This often succeeds
in deterring criminals.

3) Closing garage doors when unattended. This prevents
someone from helping themselves to items stored in the
garage.

4) Placing automatic garage doors on lockdown at night.
This prevents someone from using an automatic garage
door opener to break into the garage (or house) while you
are sleeping or away.

5) If cars are parked in the driveway or on the street,
keeping valuables out of sight is advisable to prevent
break-ins.

“They're out, but I'll tell
them you stopped by."”




Lean, Green, Eating Machine...

We've all seen them. The signs posted along highways not to move
firewood out of quarantined areas. This is in effort to prevent the spread
of the Emerald Ash Borer across county and state lines. Over the past
year, | have been carefully watching this non-native insect’s westward
spread across Franklin County from Reynoldsburg to Westerville to
Worthington as well as the southward spread across Delaware County.
The red dots on the quarantine maps found on the ash alert website*
represent positive Emerald Ash Borer infestations. With two stately
ash trees shading my front yard, | worry our neighborhood (or a nearby neighborhood) will soon become
yet another dot on this map of Franklin County.

Some of the signs of that a tree may be infested with the Emerald Ash Borer include unusually heavy
woodpecker activity on living trees, especially in the winter season. Thinning leaf canopy (where
branches have very few leaves remaining), “top dieback” (where the uppermost branches have no leaves
attached to them) and unusual shoots sprout from the main trunk or the base of the tree during the
summer months are additional signs that the tree may be infested. Sawdust found at the base of
the tree is another obvious sign as are thin, vertical splits in the tree
bark with “galleries” (or serpentine-shaped tunnels) just under the bark.
There are other native tree-boring insects that can leave these signs as
well, but the most definitive sign is the “D-shaped” emergence hole that
the Emerald Ash Borer leaves in the bark. These D-holes are very
distinctive and if there is any doubt that the holes are D-shaped or
round, then most likely the infestation is not the
Emerald Ash Borer. If you suspect that you
have an infestation of the Emerald Ash Borer,
you should contact the Ohio Department of
Agriculture at 1-888-644-6322.

The key to stopping the Emerald Ash Borer infestation is prevention because
once infestation is detected, there is little recourse left than the removal of the
affected tree. Research suggests that the best control is obtained when the
insecticide treatments are started before an infestation occurs. Some success
has been seen if the infestation is caught before any visible symptoms are
detected. To be effective, treatments must be repeated each year. There are
three categories of insecticides currently available for those who elect to treat
their ash trees: (1) systemic insecticides applied to solil, (2) systemic insecticides that are injected or
implanted into the tree trunk or (3) protective cover sprays that are applied to the trunk, main branches,
and possibly the leaves depending on the product used. Some of these insecticides can be purchased
and applied by the homeowner, while others can only be applied by professional applicators (such as an
arborist). Most applications are suggested between April and June, depending on the product used. For
a complete list of products, see the websites listed below. It should be noted that while insecticide
treatments show great promise at controlling the Emerald Ash Borer, more research needs to be done to
develop treatment strategies that control infestations.

Hopefully, with much care and attention, we at Brookside Colony can keep our neighborhood’s ash
trees safe from the Emerald Ash Borer.

Galleries left by EAB larvae

3 el 5 ATHE Y]
D-hole left by EAB

* |Information about the Emerald Ash Borer infestation can be found at: www.ashalert.osu.edu and
www.ohioagriculture.gov/eab




Please be considerate of your
neighbors. If your pooch leaves a
little “gift” in your neighbor’s yard

while on a stroll, please dispose of this

“token” in a responsible manner.

Should we get another large
accumulation of snowfall before
spring finally settles in, please be
mindful to move cars off the street
so that the snowplows can get
through.

1\ For those planning an outside project this
,e;"‘x‘iz? year, such as building a deck or fence,

A 'W‘z@‘ please contact a member of the Deed
Restriction Committee (Kevin Caldwell,
Karen Douglas, and/or Bruce

Carpenter) to be sure that your project
S complies with the BSCCA Deed

=2 Restrictions.

This is a great time of
year to beat the rush for
Som  l[awnmower maintenance,
G5 |\ for those who aren’t
do-it-yourselfers.

March & April are great months to

4 repot your houseplants. They are just
e W] coming out of their winter dormancy, ready to
\ ’ burst into growth, and better able to handle

the “shock” of being repotted.

Irish Leek Soup

Ingredients
3 large leeks, thinly sliced

1/4 cup butter
2 Tbsp olive oil
4 oz crumbled blue cheese
or gorgonzola cheese
2 Tbsp all purpose flour

1 Tbsp wholegrain mustard (like Grey Poupon)
ground pepper (to taste)

6 cups chicken broth

2 chicken breasts, cooked and cubed

1 cup carrots, sliced

2/3 cup celery, sliced

1/2 cup orzo pasta, uncooked

» Heat the butter and oil together in a large heavy pan & gently cook the leeks, covered, for 10-15
minutes (or until leeks are just softened but not brown)

» Add the cheese crumbles, stirring over low heat, until melted.

» Add flour and cook for 2 minutes, stirring constantly

» Add mustard and ground pepper.

» Gradually add the chicken broth, stirring constantly to blend

» Add remaining ingredients (ie, chicken, carrots, celery, orzo)

 Bring soup to boil then reduce heat, cover, and simmer for about 15 minutes before serving.

Makes about 6 servings.
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