
So, what is the purpose of this fee 
assessment? This fee is used to maintain, 
landscape, and light the Brookside Colony 
entrance walls (located at Snouffer Road and 
Mapleleaf Boulevard)—all serving to make our 
neighborhood a more attractive place to live.  
This fee also covers Directory printing costs, 
website fees, and membership fees for 
representation in other neighborhood 
associations.  
This year, the fee assessment will be used to 
repair one of  the entrance lights. The BSCCA 
is also getting several price quotes for the 
possible installation of an irrigation system for  
the landscaping at the front entrance . 
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The BSCCA Fee 
Assessment is Due
The $50 BSCCA Fee 
Assessment is due on or 
before March 15, 2012.  

See pages 2 & 3 for details

Senior Pride
Graduation is coming 

up soon and we would 
like to honor those 
students who will be 
graduating from High 

School or College this year by listing 
their names on a banner that will be 
displayed at the entrance.  Please contact 
Cheri Oster (by phone: 761-9726 or 
e-mail:  coster@columbus.rr.com) 
by April 30th with the name of your 
graduate. Any submissions after this date 
will not be included on the banner, so be 
sure to send in your graduate’s name.

If you would like to include your 
graduate in the June issue of the 
Brookside Beacon, please contact Debbie 
Knight by e-mail at 
brooksidebeacon@hotmail.com.  
Additional information such as the school 
from which the student will be graduating, 
any honors or scholarships awarded, any 
future plans such as the college he/she 
will be attending, what major will be 
pursued, etc. is welcomed and 
encouraged.

Your graduate’s name will not be 
displayed on the Brookside Colony 
website to maintain his or her privacy.

Inside this issue:
• Threats to Brookside Colony trees
• Simple ways to save money on 

your electric bill
• Do’s and don’ts of garage sales
• Voter information
• What to do with unwanted clutter
• New dog park opening this spring
… and more!



The Brookside “Community Chest”

It’s time again for the Annual Fee Assessments to be collected. 
The $50 fee assessment is due on or before March 15, 2012 
with a 10-day grace period which ends March 25th.

Each district has an assigned trustee (or trustees) given the task of    
collecting these assessments (please see the map on page 3 to identify 
your assigned  trustee).  A Trustee will let you know when they will 
personally collect your assessment fee.  Many of the trustees will have 
envelopes posted on their doors to facilitate this collection process.  

To make this process easier for all, please have your check ready, made out to “BSCCA” in the 
amount of $50.  In addition, your check can be post-dated for March 25th.  

Anyone who needs to make special arrangements to have their assessment fees picked up 
can contact their trustee directly (see page 3)

After March 15th and during the grace period ending March 25th, a resident must take their 
payment directly to the BSCCA Treasurer, Bruce Carpenter (2315 Litltleleaf Lane).

If payment is not made by midnight March 25th, an interest penalty of 18% ($9) and a $75 late 
fee will be due in addition to the $50 Assessment Fee.  This amount totals to $134 owed to the 
BSCCA.  

On March 30, 2012 information on any unpaid assessments will be sent to the BSCCA 
Attorney.   Please refer to Article V of your covenants and restrictions located in the back of your 
directory for more information on additional charges and consequences.  If you do not have a 
directory, please refer to the BSCCA website at www.brooksidecolony.com for this information.
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Any delinquent Fee Assesment payments 
will be turned over to the BSCCA Attorney.

March 30, 2012

Any Unpaid Fee Assessments are now 
officially LATE!!

You now owe $125 (which includes the fee 
assessment and late fee) plus an additional 
interest penalty. 

March 26, 2012  at 12:01 a.m.

10-day grace period

Unpaid Fee Assessment payments must be 
delivered by the resident directly to the 
BSCCA Treasurer, Bruce Carpenter

March 15 – March 25, 2012

$50 Fee Assessment is due.

Trustees will collect this from each resident 
in their district

Through March 15, 2012

Key Fee Assessment Dates
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BSCCA Trustees and Districts for Fee Assessment Collection

District 2
Bonnie Cloyd-Ruff 

& Donna Nick

District 7
Karen Douglas

7425 Silverleaf Ct
889-5363

District 5
MJ Richards

Mapleleaf Blvd
-

District 8
Larry Wright

7443 Mapleleaf Ct
766-2213

District 3
Bruce Carpenter

2315 Littleleaf Lane
799-9371

District 4
Cheri Oster

7280 Mapleleaf Blvd
761-9726

District 1
Meg Taylor
Palmleaf Court 

-

District 6
Kathy Pease

2251 Starleaf Lane
799-2251

District 4
Mary Ellen Heldman
7329 Mapleleaf Blvd

766-0903

2012 BSCCA
Trustees

District 5
Joe Chawner

Change in procedure:

All collected fee assessments, along with a 
list of names of those fees collected, should 
be taken directly to Bruce Carpenter 
(and not to Kathy Pease) 

A Note to the Trustees



Still a Menacing Threat: The Emerald Ash Borer
The Emerald Ash Borer remains a serious threat to the Ash trees in our community – it has already 

claimed several trees lining our neighborhood streets.  
The key to stopping the Emerald Ash Borer infestation is 

prevention. Most prevention strategies involve the application 
of insecticides between April and June, depending on the 
product used.  For a complete list of warning 
signs and prevention products, see the websites listed below.  

Hopefully, with much care and attention, we at Brookside
Colony can keep our neighborhood’s Ash trees safe from the 
Emerald Ash Borer.

*  Information about the Emerald Ash Borer infestation can be found at: 
www.ashalert.osu.edu, http://www.emeraldashborer.info/index.cfm, and www.ohioagriculture.gov/eab

D-shaped exit holes where 
borers emerge

Adult emerald ash borer

In June 2011, Ohio became the fifth state to find Asian Longhorned 
Beetles (ALB). It was first discovered in the United States attacking 
maple and horsechestnut trees around New York City in 1996. The 
pest was successfully eradicated in Illinois and parts of New Jersey, 
and it is currently being controlled in New York and Massachusetts.

The ALB is native to Japan, Korea, and southern China. Experts 
believe that the beetle “hitchhiked” to the U.S. during the early 1990's 
in solid wood packing or crating materials on a cargo ship arriving from 
China. 

With no natural enemies exist in the United States, the insect is 
extremely destructive to our trees and forests. The beetle prefers 
maple trees, but attacks other hardwood trees, including 
horsechestnut, buckeye, poplar, willow, elm, birch, London plane tree, 
sycamore, mimosa, katsura tree, hackberry, ash, and mountain ash. 
ALB will not infest oak or softwoods such as pine or spruce.

Beetles are shiny black with bright white spots and blue tinted legs. 
Each adult has a pair of curved, black-and-white striped antennae that 
are even longer than the body. Adults emerge from trees during May, 
June, and July. Although ALB can fly up to 400 yards, they typically do 
not leave their host tree. In China, studies show that infestations 
generally spread less than 1000 feet/year.

Signs of ALB infestation: Large round exit holes with smooth edges, 
often oozing sap. Frequently, piles of frass (insect waste and sawdust) 
are found at the base of infested trees and in branch crotches. Leaves 
of infested trees may also exhibit unseasonable yellowing or drooping. 

Because ALB spends about 9 months of the year inside the tree, it 
is nearly impossible to kill with insecticides. The only way to control 
existing ALB outbreaks is to remove and destroy infested trees. Early 
detection of infestations is very important, since it limits the infested 
area and the number of trees removed. 

For more information: http://www.beetlebusters.info/ohio/resources.html 
http://www.agri.ohio.gov/topnews/asianbeetle/
Source: http://ohiodnr.com/DNN/health/asianlonghorned/tabid/5197/Default.aspx

New Threat to Ohio’s Trees: The Asian Longhorned Beetle
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Slay the vampires.
Vampire power, also known as standby power, is 

electricity consumed by electronic devices and 
appliances even when they are switched off or in 
standby mode. Their external power supplies — typically, 
little black cubes with two teeth (the plugs) — suck 
electricity, according to the Lawrence Berkeley 
National Laboratory, which has measured standby power 
in hundreds of devices.

Consider that a single house, according to some 
estimates, might have as many as four or five dozen of 
these devices contributing to a monthly electricity bill.

How much? The folks at Lawrence Berkeley offer a 
conversion factor.

If a device draws 1 watt constantly for a year, then its energy consumption is 9 kilowatt-hours. That 
corresponds to about $1. So when the chart on the lab’s website (standby.lbl.gov/faq.html) lists 5 watts 
for a device, that means 5 times 9, which equals 45 kWh a year, which equals $5 a year.

Multiply that by four or five dozen and, voila, you have a not-insignificant expense.
Kweller’s personal example: “When the switch to digital television happened, we got a box from the cable 
company that had to be plugged into our TV. It has a light that is on all the time, so I assume it’s drawing 
power 24/7.”

Her television draws power, too, Kweller said, “though, as an Energy Star model, at least the standby 
power it is using is less.”

Some devices are definitely energy hogs. Individually, they might not consume all that much electricity; 
together, they add up to a hefty — but hard to isolate — part of your monthly bill.

Let’s start with your computer. The Department of Energy offers some guidelines to help you decide 
whether to turn it off.

Although there is a small surge in energy use when a computer starts up, that is still less than the 
energy used when the computer is running for long periods of time.

For energy savings and convenience, consider turning off the monitor if you aren’t going to use your 
PC for more than 20 minutes. Turn off both the central processing unit and the monitor if you’re not going 
to use it for more than two hours. Make sure monitors, printers and other accessories are on a power 
strip/surge protector. When the equipment is not in use for extended periods, turn off the power strip to 
prevent the devices from drawing power.

Do you have a cellphone, tablet computer, e-reader, MP3 player or another device? Each comes with 
its own charger. If your device is not being charged, be sure to unplug the charger, too, or it will continue 
to draw power and run up your bill, Kweller said.

If you attached all your mobile stuff to a power strip or a similar device designed for use with chargers, 
reupped their power all at once, then shut off the switch to the strip, it might cut your bills.

The list of devices drawing standby power is endless: DVD and CD players, digital video recorders, 
game consoles, digital clocks, Wi-Fi routers and cable modems, fax machines, burglar alarms, stoves 
and microwaves.

Standby power consumes 5 to 10 percent of all electricity in developed countries, the folks at 
Lawrence Berkeley say.

An informed and aggressive approach can cut standby power use by about 30 percent.
Figuring out how to do that might take some time. But it will reduce your monthly contribution to the 

well-being of the local utility company’s stockholders.

Plugged-in devices suck power, and money, even when not in use

Adapted from The Columbus Dispatch article by Alan Heavens, February 26, 2102
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Dirt is more complicated than it seems. Just ask any gardener, or take a stroll through any garden center 
aisle stacked high with products designed to enhance or improve garden soil. Even the experts recommend 
“amending” soil, or improving it to maintain lush flower and vegetable gardens.
Healthy soil is a mix of minerals, water, air, microorganisms and organic materials that supply nutrients to 
plants.

Properly maintained and improved soil has many benefits, such as reducing the amount of water needed 
to maintain a garden, boosting the number of micoorganisms living in the soil, and over time, good soil 
supplies more nutrients to plants, reducing the need for fertilizers, according to Oregon State University 
Cooperative Extension.

But what, exactly, do all of the various organic and inorganic soil additives do? Here is a quick guide to 
some of the most common.
• Compost. Considered the ultimate plant food, compost is dark, decayed plant matter that is nutrient-rich. 
Finished compost should look and feel much like coarse soil. There are three basic types: garden compost 
made of yard waste, such as grass clippings and twigs, which can be purchased in bags or bulk, or made at 
home; leaf compost made primarily from leaves; and homemade compost made from garden waste and 
vegetable food scraps.

Compost is “the best solution to Ohio’s clay soil, because it provides organic matter which breaks up the 
clay, adds nutrients and makes it more evenly moist,” said Mike Ecker, director of horticulture at Dawes 
Arboretum near Newark.
• Composted manure. It’s a compost made from animal manure. It’s best used in small quantities, 
because all manures have a high salt content, according to Oregon State University. Manure can be used 
in small amounts in place of nitrogen-phosphorus-potassium fertilizers. Mushroom compost, which is a 
mixture of manure and other organic materials, is also high in salt, and should be used sparingly. An 
exception to the rule is separated dairy manure solids, a byproduct of the composting process that can be 
used in greater quantities. It has a low salt content similar to that of composted yard waste, decomposes 
slowly in the soil, and can be used as part of a long-term soil-improvement plan.
• Mulch . Its job is to retain moisture in the soil and block out weeds. Technically, it’s not a soil amendment, 
but some of the same materials that can benefit soil — such as leaves and compost — also make excellent 
mulches. Rubber mulches shouldn’t be used in gardens, as they don’t decompose and may contain harmful 
chemicals, said garden consultant Deb Knapke.
• Peat moss. An ingredient in many potting mixes, peat moss is also sold as a stand-alone garden-soil 
additive.Peat is popular with gardeners because it helps loosen and aerate heavy clay soil, reduces 
leaching of nutrients out of the soil, and it retains moisture, according to the Canadian Sphagnum Peat 
Moss Association.

“Peat is fantastic in that for sandy soils, it holds moisture, and for clay it breaks it up, so for both ends of 
the soil spectrum it does wonderful things,” Knapke said.“Peat moss is also very neutral, it doesn’t add any 
nutrients to the soil, although it is slightly acidic, which actually helps other plants absorb nutrients.”
There are other alternatives to peat, although many aren’t widely available in Ohio. Substitutes include 
coconut coir, peanut hulls and rice hulls.
Some inorganic additives include:
• Lime. The calcium or magnesium compound is made from stone, oyster shells or industrial byproducts 
that have been ground into powder. Lime increases soil pH, reducing acidity and making nutrients more 
accessible to plants, according to North Carolina Cooperative Extension.
• Sand. Some gardeners have added sand to Ohio’s heavy clay soil in an attempt to lighten it up and 
improve drainage. It doesn’t really work.
“If you mix a small amount of sand in wet clay, it makes concrete,” Ecker said. Adding organic matter such 
as compost is a better way to address clay soil issues.
• Vermiculite and perlite. Vermiculite is added to soil mixes to increase drainage and because it contains 
potassium, magnesium and calcium.
Perlite is added to potting mixes to increase drainage. It is generally used in potted plants and in seed- 
starting mixes, rather than added to garden beds.

Adapted from The Colunbus Dispatch article by Denise Trowdridge published on October 23, 2011

Now’s time to come clean: Your dirt could be juicier Page 6



Dear Denise: 
My peonies are dying. In the spring, one of three groups didn’t come up at all. Then 

one of the other plants came up, had one bloom and died immediately. 
Signed, Nikki from Gahanna

Dear Nikki: 
It sounds as if your peonies have fallen ill to a fungus. Botrytis blight 

is a common fungus that affects peonies. It can cause the new spring 
stalks to suddenly wilt and fall over and larger buds to turn brown in 
later spring.

Sometimes, large, fluffy masses of gray-brown fungal spores may 
appear, and large, irregular dark brown blotches may appear on the 
leaves, according to Mary Ann Hansen, an extension plant pathologist at Virginia Tech. Botrytis can also 
cause crown and root rot in more severe cases.

But there is a treatment, said Mike Ecker, director of horticulture for the Dawes Arboretum.
“Use a fungicide labeled for botrytis on peony in spring. Some are suitable for fall application as well. 

Then remove and clean up all dead plant parts.”
Also, check the planting site for poor drainage.
“If they stay too wet, they’re dead,” he said.

Adapted from The Columbus Dispatch Column “Growing Concerns” by Denise Trowbridge, November 6, 2011

Problems with Your Peonies?

Getting the Most Out Of Your Garage Sale: The Do’s And Don’ts

WHAT TO DO (Advice from Diane Smoler)
• Advertise in local press and on Craigslist, put signs at the end of the street, send out email blasts to all 
your friends. Put notices up on community bulletin boards.
• Let your neighbors know you're having a sale. Maybe they will have one too and you can split expenses 
of advertising. In any case, they should know about impending traffic.
• If your sale is outside, cut the grass and take care of fire ant problems.
• Expect that people will come early. Lots of times, they are dealers and collectors.
• Have enough tables and display pieces attractively.
• Use hang tags, mark the price big enough. Color code tags if more than one seller is involved in the sale.
• Designate a cashier. Start out with at least $50 in small bills and change in the cash box. 
• Keep jewelry near where the cashier is sitting. Theft is an issue.
• Have enough bags for sold items.
• Put "attractors" up front. Big tools cause men to brake for yard sales.
• Have a "free" box of items to keep children occupied. Everybody likes something for free.

WHAT NOT TO DO (Advice from Kate Holmes)
• Don't let anyone into your house.

• Don't take a deposit and hold an item. Get the full amount.
• Don't take an out-of-town check.

• Don't put items such as used bike helmets, baby car seats or drop-side baby cribs in your sale. They 
probably don't meet current safety standards.

• Don't bother with board games or puzzles. Most buyers assume there are pieces missing.
• Don't let people try on clothes. For a dollar or two, they can take a chance. Your expensive clothes should 

go to a consignment shop.
• Don't sell any electronics that don't work. Have a plug available so buyers can try them out. If something 

needs a battery, put in the battery.
• Don't put fine art in your sale. People won't pay what it's worth. Take art to a consignment store. Old 

frames are fine; buyers love them.
• Don't take a single thing back into your house. Box up the remains and take to a charity.

Source: http://www.heraldtribune.com/article/20110902/ARTICLE/309029998
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Happy 
Easter!

So maybe the Easter Bunny left you more than just a 
basket full of goodies. Maybe he left a nest full of baby 
bunnies in your yard as well. But is he coming back for 
them?

In Central Ohio, thousands of orphaned wild baby 
animals are taken to the Ohio Wildlife Center’s hospital on 
Billingsley Road every year. A majority of these wild babies 
are Eastern Cottontail Rabbits.

Many wild infants are mistakenly thought to be orphans 
because the parent animal lis not in plain sight. Wild  parents, such as rabbits, keep a distance 
from their young during the day so as not to draw attention to their location. Many rabbit nests 
are simply made in a depression in the ground. 

Here are some tests to determine if the baby rabbits you’ve found are orphans or not:


 

The String Test. Cover the infants with some of the existing nesting material. Lay a few 
pieces of  string (not thread!) across the nest in a manner that it would have to be disturbed in 
order for the mother to get to the infants. If the thread is disturbed the following morning, it is 
safe to assume the parent has been there.


 

The Flour Test. Another method to determine if a mother rabbit is monitoring her young is 
to surround the nest with a circle of flour, approximately one to two inches wide. Then check for 
tracks the following morning.

Please remember that human intervention should be the last resort for any wild infant. Hand- 
rearing may facilitate the immediate survival of an infant animal but may greatly reduce its 
potential for long term survival in the wild.

For questions about injured or orphaned animals, you can contact the Ohio Wildlife Center by 
phone: 614-793-WILD or by Internet: www.ohiowildlifecenter.org

Adapted from WildPages newsletter of the Ohio Wildlife Center

How To Tell If A Wild Baby Bunny Is An Orphan

Who Let The Wildlife In?
What do you do if you have a mother and baby animals in your attic? 

Humane Wildlife Solutions can help. This organization is the only non-lethal 
animal exclusion service in Central Ohio. They will inspect your home and 
provide a humane solution for your wildlife conflict. You can contact them at 
614-763-0696.
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Spring Cleaning…
With warmer weather on its way, many of us tackle the task of 
Spring cleaning. But what to do with the unwanted clutter…
Here are some ideas.

Accurate IT Services, Ltd.
690 Hadley Drive (Columbus)   phone:  614-453-0709     website: www.accurateit.com
accepts: computers (and related equipment), printers, cell phones, audio equipment, TVs, other 

electronics and accessories

American Asset Recovery
672 Harrison Drive (Columbus)   phone: 614-279-6236    website: www.aarecov.com
accepts (on a call-ahead basis): computers (and related equipment), cell phones, and more.

Mid-Ohio Shredding
6305 Frost Road (Westerville)  phone: 614-794-0922   
accepts: electronic data, microfiche, computer hard drives, CDs, floppy disks

Ohio Drop Off
2899 Morse Road (Columbus)   phone: 614-478-0808   website: www.ohiodropoff.com
accepts (for a fee): computers (and related equipment), cell phones, stereos, vending machines,   

cash registers, TVs

Ohio E-Waste Recycling, Inc.
2050 E. Williams Road (Columbus)  phone: 614-497-9299   website: www,ohioewaste.com
accepts: small kitchen appliances, computers, TVs, monitors, cell phones, printers, VCRs, 

DVD players, digital cameras, and more.

Possitivity Green
4860 Blazer Parkway (Dublin)   phone: 614-846-4877    website: www,possitivitygreen.com
This free disposal service picks up: computers (and related equipment), cell phones, cables, fax    
machines, and more.  There is a fee for CRT monitors, printers, and TVs.

TechUsed Computer Recycling
4231-H Leap Road (Hilliard)    phone: 614-777-5557   website: www.techused.com
accepts: computers (and related equipment), printers, copiers, scanners, TVs, cell phones, 

home electronics.

Total Computer Recycles
200 Mink St. S.W. (Pataskala)    phone:  740-964-0993   website: www.tdrohio.com
accepts computer, monitors, printers, electronics, metal office furniture

To keep electronics and appliances out of the landfill, you can 
recycle them. There are several companies and groups in the 
central  Ohio area that accept “e-waste.” Some of them do it for free, 
some charge a nominal fee. 

There are also electronic recycling events throughout the year. These are usually free, 
so be sure to watch the newspapers for announcements.

Why e-cycle?  Many of these items contain cadmium, lead, mercury, and other 
potentially harmful compounds which can leach from landfills and into the environment 
posing health risks.

Computers, electronics, & appliances…

Source:  Columbus Dispatch (January 21, 2011 article on “E-Waste recycling”



Page 10

Nike recycles any type of sneaker (as long 
as it contains no metal, like cleats).  The 
rubber from the soles is used in running 
tracks, the foam inserts in tennis courts, 
and the fabric as padding on basketball 
courts. Check the Nike site: 
http://www.nikereuseashoe.com/ for local 
recycling events. 

Used sneakers?

If you don’t want to hassle with selling that 
bicycle sitting in your garage, you can donate 
it to a local homeless shelter or an 
organization called Bikes for the World 
http://www.bikesfortheworld.org/

Used bicycles?

You can donate your shoes to the needy 
through an organization called 
Soles4Souls.  They have several drop-off 
locations in Columbus.  two donation 
locations listed on the website: 
http://www.soles4souls.org/ are Easton 
Shoes (1880 W. Henderson Road, 
Columbus) and Foot Solutions
(1731 West Lane Avenue, Upper 
Arlington).

Used shoes?

You can donate them to the Salvation 
Army or an alternative community 
training program. 

Used VHS tapes?

Believe it or not, you can recycle those 
used crayons into new ones. Just send 
them to Crazy Crayons 
http://www.crazycrayons.com/ to be 
given a new life. If the paper wrapper is 
still on them, leave it.

Used crayons?

You can mail donate hearing aids or other 
hearing aids to your local Lyons Club or 
Rotary Club or mail them to Hear Now, 6700 
Washington Avenue South Eden Prairie, MN 
55344  (phone: 1-800-328-8602)

Used hearing aids?

You can donate used prescription glasses 
or non-prescription sunglasses to your local 
LensCrafter store or donate them to 
Goodwill to give them new purpose.

Used eye glasses?

Source for this information:  individual websites and http://tinyurl.com/6dxl9mt

In addition to being recycled at locations on 
previous page, cell phones can also be 
donated at Good Will or Whole Foods. More 
donation ideas can be found on the Internet.  
But be sure to remove your personal 
information from your phone’s memory and 
removable memory, including phonebook 
entries, personal codes, e-mail addresses, 
personal addresses, IM addresses, photos, 
and downloaded files.

Used cell phone?

Spring Cleaning…More ideas for unwanted clutter…

http://www.nikereuseashoe.com/
http://www.bikesfortheworld.org/
http://www.soles4souls.org/
http://www.crazycrayons.com/


Kids probably don’t think much about the trash being hauled away by the garbage truck each week. I bet if 
you asked your kids where it goes, they might say something like, “I dunno, someplace else.”
Well, someplace else is a landfill, probably, where most - if not all - of it will still be sitting around 
when they have kids.
So how do you get your kids to start thinking about how much trash they generate, and how they can 
reduce, reuse and recycle to create less.
For starters, sweep around your own front door, as they say. For those of you who didn’t have the 
benefit of a colorful southern upbringing, it simply means to check your own actions before you start telling 
someone else what to do. I say this as a gentle reminder that there is no quicker hypocrisy finder than a 
child.
But it’s a given that if you adopt environmentally responsible practices in your home, your kids will absorb 
that info without much effort. Your example will not only teach your kids about where trash ends up, but 
also how they can work with you to produce less garbage and make the most of everything they can 
recycle and reuse.
Now that you’ve set the standard for them to follow, there is still more you can do to encourage your kids 
to recycle. 
Start Early. Even young kids can begin to learn to sort trash into recycling bins. You’re already beginning 
to teach them about picking up toys and throwing things away, so it’s perfect time to make sorting 
recyclables a fun game. 
Power Up. Put your kids in charge of reminding you to turn lights off when you leave a room. They'll be 
less likely to waste energy themselves and you can even make it a fun game by letting them pretend to 
issue you a ticket when you forget. 
Take it outside. Take a family trip to a local produce farm or pick-it-yourself-farm and gather up 
something fresh to enjoy. Seeing where food comes from helps kids understand why it's important to care 
for the earth. Pickyourown.org can help you find a farm near you.
Water, water everywhere. Have your kids place buckets or rain barrels under your downspouts to collect 
run off. Use the collected rainwater to water an organic garden or give your houseplants a drink.
Compost! Let the kids see how nature really works with the ultimate recycling project. Start a compost 
area in your backyard to transform your household garbage into fertilizer for your garden. Add grass, 
leaves, paper, food wastes and coffee grounds to the composter and watch as nature creates something 
that you can use to grow healthy food to eat.
Hand it down. As your kids outgrow their clothes, have them help you collect items for exchange with 
cousins or neighbors. You can do the same with toys and books. Give any left over items to charity.
Be thrifty. Take your child to your local 
thrift store and let them buy things, too. This 
will help them to understand the cycle of 
recycling. Remind them that the money 
used to pay for their thrift store item, along 
with any charitable donations, goes to help 
others.
Be crafty. Keep a supply box full of items 
like used printer paper, used ribbon, 
construction paper, empty cereal boxes 
and the like. Use it for drawing and art projects. 
They can draw on the back of the used 
printer paper, or use the reverse side of 
the cereal box for painting projects.

Source: http://www.recyclebank.com/live-green/10-ways-to-get-your-kids-thinking-about-recycling/#.T0zb1PGPXK0

10 Ways To Get Your Kids To Think About Recycling

“My class planted a tree in a recycled bottle. 
The planet is saved!”
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2011Holiday Lights Contest Winners

The BSCCA would like to thank all those 
neighbors who participated in this year’s holiday lighting contest, either by decorating, 
voting, or caroling through the neighborhood. 

Congratulations to this year’s winners!

First Place:         7280 Littleleaf Court, The Boryczewski Family
Second Place:    7353 Mapleleaf Boulevard, The Gallagher Family
Third Place:        2278 Starleaf Lane, The Davidson Family

Best daytime decoration:      7345 Mapleleaf Boulevard, The Richards Family

Thanks to Maria Davis for organizing this activity!

Recycling Electronic Waste Now Easier

Residents can drop off electronic waste at the Dublin Service 
Center, 6555 Shier Rings Road. These include: AC adaptors, cables, 
calculators, cash drawers, cell phones, computers, fax machines, ink 
& toner cartridges, keyboards and mice, laptop docks, laptops, LCD 
monitors, coffee makers, overhead projectors, PDAs, point of sale 
equipment, power cords, routers, scanners, server racks, servers, 
speakers, switches, telephones, typewriters, uninterrupted power 
systems, microwaves, alarm clocks, clock radios, gaming devices, and 
other items deemed e-waste or a peripheral to electronic equipment. 

A full list of acceptable electronic items can be found at 
http://dublin.oh.us/itsgreener/index.php

Items can be dropped off Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

New Dog Park To Open This Spring! 

Godown Road Dog Park will 
be located at 6099 Godown
Road (near Linworth Road). 
This six-acre, fenced dog park 
will have a separate small dog 
area, drinking water, benches, 
and plenty of shade. 
For more information: 
http://www.doggoes.com/parks/ohio/columbus/g 
odown-road-dog-park-worthington

Advice from an Interior Designer
“The key to keeping bookshelves looking 
fresh is to keep the shelves just a little bit 
empty.”

– Michelle Ethridge-Craycraft
of InStyle Interior

From The Columbus Dispatch, February 19, 2012
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For those planning an outside project this 
year, such as building a deck or fence,   

please contact a member of the Deed   
Restriction Committee (Kevin Caldwell, 
Karen Douglas, and/or Bruce 

Carpenter) to be sure that your project 
complies with the BSCCA Deed 

Restrictions.

This is a great time of year to 
beat the rush for lawnmower 
maintenance, for those who       

aren’t do-it-yourselfers.  

Trash collection schedule for the City of Columbus
Note:  Brookside Colony is on the NAVY rotation

Voters must bring one of the following forms of identification to the polls in 
order to vote a regular ballot on Election Day.
• Photo Identification 

Examples: Ohio drivers license card, state ID card, government ID 
Requirements: Photo identification must show name and current address 
unless identification is an Ohio drivers license or state ID and the address in 
the poll book is current.
• Military Identification 

Requirements: Military Identification must include the voter's name.
• Bill, paycheck, bank statement or government document 

Requirements: Document must be current and include the voter's name 
and current address. Any utility bill must be from the last 12 months.

For more information about voting, including voting locations: 
http://vote.franklincountyohio.gov/

Voter Information for the Ohio Primary
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