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Watch your speed near bus stops
School’s back in session so please drive 
carefully through our neighborhood, 
especially as our young neighbors head to 
and from their bus stops. 

School’s Back In Session!
The first day of classes at Dublin City Schools 

was August 25. The new start times for the 
2011-12 school year are as follows: 

Elementary School: 9:28 a.m.
Middle School: 8:43 a.m.
High School:  8 a.m.

“I forgot to make a back-up copy of my brain,
So everything I learned in school last year was lost.”

X Marks the Spot?
You may have noticed 
some blue “X”s on a few trees 
along Mapleleaf Boulevard 
near the front entrance & 
along Heatherfield. These 
Ash trees have been marked by 
The City of Columbus to be removed
due to Emerald Ash Borer damage.

Falling  Leaves
As autumn approaches, raking 

fallen leaves will be inevitable.  
Please remember to 
keep our street gutters 
free of leaves.  
When it rains, these 
leaves can end up in 
the sewer drains 
potentially clogging 
them and creating drainage problems.  

Welcome,
New Neighbors!

Tom & Jody Yong
7370 Palmleaf Lane

The Brookside Colony 
Social Committee* will meet 
at Mary Ellen Heldman’s 
house (Mapleleaf Blvd) 
Tuesday, August 30, 
7 p.m. If you are interested, 
please RSVP by Monday, 
August 29.
*Note that the Social Committee is 
a separate organization from the 
BSCCA and is a great way to 
become involved in your 
neighborhood community!

Do you want to be 
more involved in 
neighborhood events? 
If so, you could become 
the BSCCA Holiday 
Lighting contest organizer in December. 
You would be involved in organizing the 
judging and caroling as well as presenting 
the awards to the contest winners. Larry 
and Diane Wright have spearheaded this 
event for several years and feel it is time 
to bring in a new person with fresh ideas. 
If interested, contact Larry by phone at 
766-2213 or by email at 
Lwright521@sbcglobal.net. 

mailto:Lwright521@sbcglobal.net


Halloween Safety Tips

Trick or Treat!
Although the official day and time for “Beggar’s Night”
have yet to be announced, here are some safety tips 
from the Department of Public Health to consider for 
all you trick-or-treaters out there (no matter what your age!).

Be sure drivers can see your costume in the dark.
Be original with a glow-in-the-dark costume or carry a 

reflective trick-or-treat bag. 
Use a flashlight or glow stick when walking at night.

Trick-or-treat in a group.
Don’t go it alone while trick-or-treating. 
Kids under age 12 should go with an adult. 
Older kids should always go with buddies.

Cross streets at crosswalks and intersections.
Stop at street corners.
Look left, right and left again before crossing and 

don’t cross between parked cars! 
Remember, never step into the street without looking  

to see if a vehicle is coming. 

Have parents check your treats before eating them. 
Pick only wrapped candy when you trick-or-treat. 
Parents check all treats to make sure they are safe. 

Have a fun and safe Halloween!
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Photo Op
Do you have 

any photographs 
of the 
neighborhood or 
neighborhood events that we 
could include on the 
Brookside Colony website?  If 
so, please email a JPEG copy 
(less than 1 Mb, please) to 
Debbie Knight at 
knight.11@osu.edu  If you 
have photos to contribute but 
they need to be scanned, 
Debbie can scan them—it only 
takes a couple minutes to do,  
just let her know. 

Trustee Needed
A trustee for a portion of District 5 

is needed (district area indicated in 
pink on map). Debbie Knight is 
currently the designated trustee for 
this area but is heavily vested in her 
other duties with the BSCCA. 

This position involves noting any 
new neighbors that move into the 
area as well as helping Joe 
Chawner, the other trustee for 
District 5, collect the annual fee 
assessments in March. 

This is a great way to meet your 
neighbors and be involved in the 
BSCCA.
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For non-lethal solutions:
Humane Wildlife Solutions is a fee-based extension of the Ohio Wildlife Center providing the only 
humane animal exclusion and prevention service in Central Ohio and is dedicated to using 
only non-lethal solutions to wildlife-human conflicts at your home or business. Contact 
http://www.ohiowildlifecenter.org for this service.

Source:  http://www.dnr.state.oh.us

With fall and winter coming, the local wildlife might seek refuge in and around your home. 
Most of the common problems associated with urban wildlife such as squirrels in the attic, skunks under 
the deck, or raccoons rooting through the garbage can be avoided by implementing a few simple 
measures. These include:

• Don't feed wildlife. If you choose to feed songbirds, place the feeder where it is inaccessible to  
other wildlife species.

• Use a feeder with a gravity-operated treadle to discourage squirrels, and don't let 
spilled food accumulate.

• Trim tree branches that extend over your roof or install a three-foot-wide band of sheet metal 
(six feet above the ground) around the trunks of trees which overhang your house. This will 
reduce the access raccoons have to your roof.

• Cover window wells with grates, bubbles or hardware cloth.
• Keep pet food inside.
• Seal up holes around and under home foundations.
• Bury 1/4-inch mesh hardware cloth one to two feet deep in places where animals 

might gain access through digging.
• Store garbage in metal or plastic containers with tight-fitting lids. Keep the containers in the 

garage or shed and put trash out only when it is scheduled for pick up.
• Fence gardens and cover fruit trees and berry bushes with netting. Screen fireplace chimneys and 

furnaces (from February to September) as well as attic and dryer vents. Keep dampers closed 
when not in use (consult a knowledgeable source to prevent fire or safety hazards).

• Decks built less than two feet off the ground should have 1/4-inch mesh hardware 
cloth nailed from the top of the outside joists to the bottom of a 10-inch trench, leaving about 
six to eight inches of extra hardware cloth at the bottom to form an L-shape. 

• Seal all holes and cracks in your foundation, siding or stucco that are larger than 3/8-inch wide to 
keep rats, mice, bats, and snakes out. Common entry points include chimneys; gaps around   
window air conditioners, water pipes or electric outlets; openings in interior walls that lead to the 
attic or ceiling; loose or shrunken siding boards; and loose vent covers.

For more information on control of critters ranging from bats to raccoons to snakes, go to the 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources website (http://www.dnr.state.oh.us ) and look under the 
“Nuisance Species” under the “Wildlife Resources” tab. 

Easy Steps to Keep Urban Wildlife … Wild



The City of Columbus has launched a new cell phone                                
application called “My Columbus” in July. This free app is                              
currently available for iPhones, iPads, and web-enabled iPods. 
The City expects to roll out one for Android devices by the end of 
the year. 

The My Columbus app is organized into four sections:
• My Neighborhood provides information about local government services, as well as  

maps showing nearby entertainment and stores.
• Get Active points out local parks and recreation areas, in addition to healthful recipes 

and exercise advice from local “celebrities,” such as Ohio State University President 
E. Gordon Gee.

• GreenSpot offers tips for households and businesses looking to be more 
environmentally friendly.

• The 311 section allows users to submit service requests for issues such as graffiti and 
potholes, with an option to upload a photo.

The app was initially developed by Ohio State software engineering students. It was then 
passed on to a local start-up technology company eProximit for further development before it 
was launched in July.                                           Source: The Columbus Dispatch

New Cell Phone App “My Columbus” Is Now Available
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Those little boxes that usher cable signals 
and digital recording capacity into televisions 
have become the single largest electricity drain 
in many American homes, with some typical 
home entertainment configurations eating more 
power than a new refrigerator and even some 
central air-conditioning systems. 

One high-definition DVR and one high-definition cable box use an average of 446 
kilowatt hours a year, about 10 percent more than a 21-cubic-foot energy-efficient 
refrigerator, a recent study found. 

These set-top boxes are energy hogs mostly because their drives, tuners and other 
components are generally running full tilt, or nearly so, 24 hours a day, even when not in 
active use. The recent study, by the Natural Resources Defense Council, concluded that 
the boxes consumed $3 billion in electricity per year in the United States — and that 66 
percent of that power is wasted when no one is watching and shows are not being 
recorded. That is more power than the state of Maryland uses over 12 months. 

The perpetually “powered on” state is largely a function of design and programming 
choices made by electronics companies and cable and Internet providers, which are 
related to the way cable networks 
function in the United States. 
Fixes exist, but they are not currently 
being mandated or deployed in the 
United States, critics say. 

Similar devices in some European 
countries, for example, can automatically 
go into standby mode when not in use, 
cutting power drawn by half. They can 
also go into an optional “deep sleep,”
which can reduce energy consumption 
by about 95 percent compared with 
when the machine is active. 

Cable boxes are not designed to be 
turned completely off, and even when in 
deep sleep mode, it takes time to reconnect and “talk” with their cable or satellite network, 
though that time is highly variable depending on the technology.

Cable providers and box manufacturers like Cisco Systems, Samsung and Motorola 
currently do not feel consumer pressure to improve box efficiency. Customers are 
generally unaware of the problem — they do not know to blame the unobtrusive little 
device for the rise in their electricity bills, and do not choose their boxes anyway. 

Excerpts from article “Atop TV Sets, a Power Drain That Runs Nonstop” by Elisabeth Rosenthal, 
published June 25, 2011 in The New York Times

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/26/us/26cable.html?pagewanted=all

Digital Cable Boxes Are Energy Hogs
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http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/26/us/26cable.html?pagewanted=all


Computer Password Safety

I heard this tip on the radio for improving computer password 
security. 

One way to create a password that’s harder to “crack” but 
easy to remember is to simply shift your hand placement up or 
down a row from the standard typing position. It’s the same 
pattern, but now the password becomes nonsense.  

For example:  J – I – L – L  would become N – J - , - , 
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The Franklin County Auditor’s office has completed its property reappraisals 
which will affect our property taxes. Homes in our area have fared fairly well 
compared to many areas in Columbus, experiencing a slight decrease 
in property value (1 to 9.9% reduction according to the article in 
Sunday, August 21st edition of  The Columbus Dispatch). 
Some homes in our neighborhood have held their value or even 
increased slightly in value. 

Letters from the County Auditor’s office will be sent to homeowners, but your 
2011 tentative home value can also be found on their website 
http://www.franklincountyauditor.com under the “Properties” tab. If you wish to 
contend this reappraisal, there will be several opportunities in September to meet 
with the county appraisers. Details as to times/places as well as what 
documentation you will need can be found on this website.   

New property appraisals are here!



Are You Registered to Vote?
All voters must be registered by October 11 in order to participate in 
the general elections on November 8. Voter registration cards are 
available at all district schools and through the Franklin County Board 
of Elections. http://vote.franklincountyohio.gov/boe

Called to Duty
U.S. Marine Reservist Sergeant Chris Hevezi (Littleleaf Lane) will be 

serving yet another tour of duty – this time in Afghanistan attached to 
Combat Logistics Battalion 6.  He will spend five months in pre- 
deployment training at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina and 29 Palms, 
California. Some of you may remember that Chris has already served two 
tours of duty, the most recent in Iraq in 2009. If you wish to send Chris 
any correspondence or care packages, please contact Al or Tina Hevezi 
for details.  
Contributed by Tina and Al Hevezi (Littleleaf Lane)
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Looking for a twist on the traditional pumpkin 
pie? Here’s a 5-star recipe that will be sure to 
impress your holiday guests.

New FBI phone app 
for parents

The FBI introduced a smart- 
phone app this month to help law 
enforcement find a child who 
disappears. It allows parents to 
quickly email information such as 
a photo, physical description and 
contact information stored on 
their cell phones to police, 
friends and relatives in a 
emergency. The app is meant to 
augment (not replace) childID 
kits. At this time, the app is only 
available to iPhones and iPads 
but will be developed for other 
mobile devices. The app can be 
downloaded free from the app 
store on iTunes.
Source: The Columbus Dispatch, 
August 21, 2011.

http://vote.franklincountyohio.gov/boe
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