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A big Brookside Beacon welco

Special Guest at next meeting!
The next BSCCA meeting is scheduled
for October 71" 7pm at Kevin Caldwell’s
home. All Brookside Colony neighbors
are welcome to attend!

There will be a special guest at this
meeting: the neighborhood liason from
the City of Columbus, Steve Soble. This
would be a great opportunity to ask any
questions about the City of Columbus
(such as zoning, city codes, future plans
for our area, etc).

me goes out to our new neighbors!

Elizabeth & Colin Flahery (2283 Littleleaf Lane)

Linda Ann Hawley (7481 Hedera Court)
Mary Alice Meadows (7422 Silverleaf Court)
Rae Lynn Schleif (7320 Mapleleaf Blvd)

Oh, Ladies...

Hey, Brookside Ladies, the social committee is
planning another Ladies’ Night Out.

Details to follow.

BSCCA Officers 2

Waiting on the bus

Remember to drive carefully through the
neighborhood--especially when our
neighborhood children are heading to and from
or are waiting at their bus stops.
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Well, yes, we could read your blog...or you
could just tell us about your school day.”
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Trick or Treat!

Although the official times for “Beggar’s Night” have yet to be announced, here are some
safety tips from the Department of Public Health to consider for all you trick-or-treaters
out there (no matter what your age!).

Be sure drivers can see your costume in the dark.
Be original with a glow-in-the-dark costume or carry a
reflective trick-or-treat bag.
Use a flashlight or glow stick when walking at night.
Trick-or-treat in a group.
Don’t go it alone while trick-or-treating.
Kids under age 12 should go with an adult.
Older kids should always go with buddies.
Cross streets at crosswalks and intersections.
Stop at street corners.
Look left, right and left again before crossing and don’t
cross between parked cars!
Remember, never step into the street without looking to
see if a vehicle is coming.
Have parents check your treats before eating them.
Pick only wrapped candy when you trick-or-treat.
Parents check all treats to make sure they are safe.

Voting reminders

A reminder that in order to vote in the November 4" General
Election, you need to be registered by October 6, 2008. If
you have recently moved into the neighborhood, you will need
to register your new address with the Franklin County Board of
Elections.

Some polling locations across Franklin County have changed,
be sure to check with the Franklin County Board of Elections
where you should go to vote.




Words to live by?

With the small flurry of e-mail messages this summer reminding us
of various aspects of the Brookside Colony Deed restrictions, it got me
to thinking “What exactly is this entity called a deed restrictions?”

I guess | should pause here and mention that I’'m fairly new to this
homeowner gig. Before that | rented for many (many) years, so I'm
quite familiar with the terms of rental agreements and the rules stated
within them, and, to be honest, | looked at these “deed restrictions and
covenants” listed in the back of my Brookside Colony directory in a similar light. Once | started
“investigating”, | realized that the “Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions” is an actual LEGAL
document--a total of 133 pages filed on November 20, 2002 at the Franklin County Recorder’s
Office (it even has an official number assigned to it “200211200296573"). It should be noted that
the body of this document is 13 pages—the remaining 120 pages are signed by individual
Brookside Colony property owners (one page per lot) declaring they agree to these deed
restrictions.

Now as far as deed restrictions go, ours is pretty standard fare, and it should be noted that they
are not nearly as restrictive as those found in other neighborhood communities. The main purpose
of the deed restrictions and covenants is to maintain property values, to maintain certain standards
throughout the neighborhood (including aesthetics as well as safety), and to promote an overall
clean, safe, and neighbor-friendly environment. Many of the restrictions outlined in this document
are reinforced by Columbus’ city codes. This document stipulates such things as our yearly
assessment fees and provide guidelines for the structures that can or cannot be on the property
lots. Please consult the back of your directory, our neighborhood website, or the Franklin County
Recorder’s Office for the exact content.

Most neighbors have little trouble following the deed restrictions. However, problems can arise.
So what to do if you feel your neighbor isn’t quite living up to his or her end of this agreement?
Well, if you feel comfortable chatting with your neighbor about it, you can talk to them privately
about the perceived problem. Another way is to bring the matter to the BSCCA'’s attention by
talking with a deed restriction committee member. Yet another way, especially if you think that a
city code has been violated, is to contact the City of Columbus at (614) 645-3111 (or visit their
website at www.ci.columbus.ohio.us) where they will be able to provide you with appropriate
information regarding city codes and advise you how to proceed if there is a violation (and, this can
be done anonymously).

Hopefully this information has helped shed a little light on some of the words by which we at
Brookside Colony live.




The Bright Side

There is no denying that compact fluorescent lamp (CFL) bulbs are a
good idea. They use less electricity (which means they save money as well
as reduce greenhouse gas emissions) and they last longer than
incandescent bulbs (some CFLs last 15,000 hours, 15 times longer than an
incandescent bulb). That sounds like a win-win situation.

However, like all fluorescent lamps, CFLs contain a small amount of
mercury. The increased household use of CFLs is a growing concern for

landfills because a majority of these bulbs are going into the municipal solid waste. In fact,
only 3% of CFL bulbs are properly disposed of or recycled. Most consumers are not aware
of the proper disposal of CFLs.

Spent CFLs need to go to a special facility for proper disposal. Here in central Ohio,
CFLs can be taken to the Solid Waste Authority of Central Ohio (Swaco) in Grove City.
Perhaps a more convenient option is to use the CFL recycling program provided by The
Home Depot stores.

This story idea was contributed by our neighbor Melissa Smilonich (Mapleleaf Court)—Thanks, Melissal!

Fall Lawn Maintenance
September 215 marks the official start of Autumn and soon we’ll be trading
In our lawn mowers for snow blowers. But before you do that, here are
some fall lawn care tips you could consider that were gleaned from several
lawncare websites.

Apply herbicides to broadleaf weeds, if necessary.

Correct soil pH.

Dethatch and aerate your lawn.

Rake leaves.

Use a quick-release fertilizer.

Set your lawn mower height %2 inch higher for the “last mow”. (Though

there is some controversy on the exact height). Add
Drain old gas from lawn mower before storing for the winter.

What's the buzz?

Have little insects buzzing around your houseplants?

They might just be fungus gnats. | had a wee bit of trouble with
them this year hanging around not only my houseplants, but

me as well...l was just about at wit's end when | found a product
called “Indoor Pharm (with pure rosemary oil)” at WholeFoods

and it worked!! It requires several weekly soil applications, but it
was worth it. In addition to fungus gnats, the product label also says
it controls aphids, spider mites, whitefly, scale, leafhoppers, earwigs,
and more.




What to do with all those homegrown tomatoes? Here are a couple of
suggestions from the “Honey, | Think We Planted Too Many Tomatoes”
chronicles...

Waldo’s Gazpacho recipe contributed by Jim Waldman (Mapleleaf Blvd)

480z V8 juice 1% Thsp Al steak sauce
2 beef boullion cubes 2 Thsp canola oll
4 Tbsp red wine vinegar 2 tsp salt (optional)

Combine and simmer in a large cooking pot.
Cut fresh vegetables: 2 green onions
1 green pepper
1 cucumber
4 medium-sized tomatoes
parsley

Add vegetables to the pot, turn heat to high, and allow to just begin to boil.
Cover with lid. Remove from heat.
Allow to cool to room temperature.

Best when served chilled.

Tomatoes Waldo recipe contributed by Jim Waldman (Mapleleaf Blvd)

Sliced tomatoes
Provolone cheese slices
Fresh dill

Layer slices of provolone cheese and fresh dill over the tomato slices. Microwave until cheese is just
barely melted and serve.

For added flair, serve over a bed of fresh spinach.

Special thanks to Donna Nick for her invaluable input and to Jim Waldman for his editing quill.




