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New Baby

A big welcome to the 
arrival of our youngest new neighbors:

Kinsley Grace Davis (Palmleaf Lane)
Grayson Sikora (Mapleleaf Lane) 
Brendan Peace (7418 Mapleleaf Blvd)
Emerson and Jackson Flaherty

(who are not twins, Littleleaf Lane) 

Tavonna Dillingham
(7382 Hedera Court)

Jennifer Clark and Andrew Ward 
(7312 Mapleleaf Blvd)

Jennifer Kovacs and Lisa Collins
(2230 Sunleaf Court)

Daniel and Carissa Richardson
(2318 Starleaf Lane)

Wendy Wiemers and Kevin Wagner
(7381 Palmleaf Lane)

Welcome New Neighbors!

What our neighborhood was like 30 years ago…
See pages 2-3 for story and page 4 for photos.

Watch your speed
School’s back in session so please drive 
carefully through our neighborhood, 
especially as our young neighbors head to 
and from their bus stops. 

Falling  Leaves
As autumn approaches, raking fallen 

leaves will be inevitable.  Please 
remember to keep our street gutters 
free of leaves.  When it rains, these 
leaves can end up in the sewer drains 
potentially clogging them and creating 
drainage problems.  

The City of Columbus recently 
cleared these drains.



The Way Our Neighborhood Was

Brookside Colony has several families who have lived here 
since the beginning.  I had the opportunity to talk with a few of 
these neighbors and here are some of their stories.  

Please note this is not meant to be an exhaustive history of 
our neighborhood but to highlight a few interesting nuggets.    

Our homes
The land our houses were built on was originally farmland.
Many homes were custom-built by the original home owners and that is one reason we have 

a variety of styles of houses in our neighborhood.  
Several commercial builders were at work in our neighborhood.  M/I Showcase homes, 

Celebrity homes, Duffy Showcase homes, and Bell homes built a majority of the houses in the 
neighborhood.   Quaker homes finished off many of the homes at the end of Mapleleaf 
Boulevard and on Mapleleaf and Hedera Courts.  Lina Eckel’s father, Gerardo Fantozzi, built 
two adjacent homes on Palmleaf Lane (including the one the Eckel family lives in today).

Some of the first homes built were on Sunleaf Court in 1980.  In 1983, there were only 6 or 7 
homes built on Mapleleaf Boulevard when the Richards family moved in.  Palmleaf Lane was a 
dead-end road in 1985 when the Eckel family moved in.

In 1982, Brookside Colony was in the BIA Parade of Homes.  Many of the homes on 
Silverleaf Court were featured in this annual event.  It is easy to spot some of these homes 
because they are so architecturally distinct from other homes in our neighborhood.  

For those that may not know what the BIA Parade of Homes is:  The Building Industry 
Association Parade of Homes of Columbus and Central Ohio was created in 1952 as a way to 
introduce new homebuilding, interior design, and landscaping options and inspirations to home 
buyers.  Several home builders, large and small, are showcased each year.

An average home in the 1980’s sold for around $119,000 (lots cost about $20,000).  Home 
values have nearly doubled since then.  For example, a home in our neighborhood that originally 
sold for $114,000 was recently appraised by the County Auditor for $220,000.

Our tree-lined streets
After most of the Brookside Colony houses were built, the city of Columbus planted trees 

along the neighborhood streets.  The city tried to plant trees whose names started with the same 
letter as the street name.  For example, maple trees were planted along Mapleleaf Boulevard.  
There were only so many varieties of trees available, so the “system” didn’t hold for every street.  
A number of these trees remain today.

Our neighbors
Many neighbors remember not only the Santa visits and Easter egg hunts, but also the 

neighborhood hayrides, block parties and progressive dinners.  There were also Saturday clean- 
up days.

Neighbors in those early days were a cohesive group, perhaps because everyone was a 
first-time home owner, perhaps there were more stay-at-home parents, or perhaps it was just a 
different time all around.  Whatever the reason, neighbors knew each other pretty well.  And 
neighbors then, as they do now, were willing to help each other out whenever they could.

The neighborhood still has a mix of older and younger families.
“The neighborhood hasn’t changed all that much in overall feel,” said Ken Rosselet 

(Mapleleaf Boulevard).  Story continues on the next page…
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The Way Our Neighborhood Was, Continued

Our Celebrities
A celebrity who once lived in our neighborhood:  Albert-George Schram.  He was a 

conductor with the Columbus Symphony Orchestra and continues to make guest conductor 
appearances with the Symphony from time to time.  

Ken Rosselet (Mapleleaf Boulevard) used to don a Santa Claus outfit for the 
neighborhood kids.  Some years he would hand out gifts to the good girls and boys and some 
years the kids would sit on his knee and tell Santa what they wanted for Christmas.  His most 
memorable Santa moment was perhaps when his picture was taken holding a 3-day old 
infant, Ken said. 

Our zip code
In the early days, the mailing addresses and zip codes were considered Worthington, 

even though Columbus City taxes were paid and the school district was Dublin.  At some 
point, a new post office was being built (the one on Nicholas Drive) and our neighborhood 
would have a Columbus postal code.  This caused a huge uproar:  residents did not want to 
lose the “Worthington” name.  So, the post office became the “West Worthington” station, 
despite the fact it serves the Columbus community and has a Columbus address.  

Our surrounding area
Much has changed in the area along Snouffer Road as well as along Sawmill Road.
“We thought we lived in the country,” said MJ Richards (Mapleleaf Boulevard).  “There 

was nothing on Sawmill…just great big pigs at OSU farms.”
When Brookside Colony was young:

• You could see I-270 at the end of Mapleleaf Boulevard and Court.  It had fewer  
lanes of traffic back then.

• Our neighborhood was not open past the house at 2195 Heatherfield.  You could not 
access the other neighborhoods east of ours.

• There was only a gas station and a little Cadillac dealership at Snouffer and Sawmill. 
• You could turn left onto Sawmill from Snouffer.
• Sawmill was a two-lane road.
• It was a straight shot from Snouffer Road to Olentangy River Road—not the left

turn at Bent Tree that exists today.
• Bent Tree Apartments were not built yet. 
• There was a horse farm where Gray Gables Lane is now.

Thanks to the following neighbors for sharing their stories of the neighborhood past:  
Mary Jane Ashley, Karen Douglas, Lina Eckel, MJ and Paul Richards, Ken Rosselet, 
and Larry Wright.  
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1980s photos courtesy of Lina Eckel — Thanks for digging through the photo albums, Lina!

The lakefront in the 1980s
In this photo (left to right):  Vincent Eckel, 

Chuck Eckel, Jacqueline Eckel, and Jim Haneline

…and  today.

Palmleaf Lane in the 1980s.
In this photo (left to right), 

Pam Zabell’s mother (Helen Dederian)
and Jacqueline, Lina, and Vincent Eckel

…and  today.

The Eckel’s house on Palmleaf Lane in 1986 …and  today.

Brookside Colony:  Then and now
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Living Lakeside
Catching only a fleeting glimpse of the private lake between houses, most Brookside Colony 
residents know very little about this nearly one acre body of water ringed by 22 homes.  Here are 
some tidbits about the lake.

The wildlife


 

The lake is stocked with fish.  Some residents have been known to take their fishing 
poles down to the water and try their luck at catching a fish 
or two for dinner.
 A blue heron stops by for a visit once in a while.
 At one point there were two swans that lived on the lake, but they are no longer there. 

The water


 

Small boats (up to 14 feet long) such as 
canoes and paddleboats are allowed on the 
lake, as long as they are not motorized.  
Docks are not permitted.
 In the winter, ice skating is a 
popular activity.
 This man-made lake has three aerators.


 

Swimming, though allowed, is at one’s 
own risk.  


 

Recently, algae has been more of a 
problem.  It is thought that fertilizer run-off 
and ideal growing conditions may be to 
blame.

The Lake Association


 

This association operates separately from 
the Brookside Colony Civic Association.  


 

Every homeowner is a part of the BSCCA, 
but only 22 lakeside homeowners are part of 
the Lake Association.


 

Originally, $10,000 was set aside for lake 
maintenance such as pH adjustment, algae 
treatment, and stocking the lake with fish.


 

An annual assessment fee is collected by 
the Lake Association.  This fee is in addition 
to the annual assessment fees that are 
collected by the BSCCA and is maintained in 
a separate account.  Fees were not collected 
until about 10 or 12 years ago.


 

The association also serves to enforce the 
established by-laws, such as no fences 
around the lake (except those grandfathered 
in)


 

Lina Eckel is the president, Mary Jane 
Ashley is the vice president, and Marsha 
Rugg is treasurer for the Lake Association.

Satellite view of the lake.  
(Google maps)

A shore-side view of the lake.
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Ask Mr. Science!
Brookside Beacon: Well another 
summer has just raced by. Even 
faster, it seems, than last summer.
So, am I just having too much fun  
or is time really flying by faster? 
Mr. Science: Well, you may indeed 
be having more fun as you age, but there is a more 
logical explanation.
Brookside Beacon: There is? 
Mr. Science: Certainly. You see, our neurologically 
imprinted circadian rhythms oscillate less to an 
externally imposed absolute objective tempo than to 
an intrinsically…
Brookside Beacon: Whoa!  Mr. Science!   
In language that everyone can understand. 
Mr. Science: Oops. Sorry. So the way we 
document the passage of time can be broadly 
classified into two methods. One is the objective 
measure of elapsed time by the clock hanging on 
our kitchen wall or the watch we wear on our wrist. 
The other is our intuitive sense of the passage of 
time. This gives us a relative sense rather than an 
objective measure of time. No one would argue that 
as we grow older the earth accelerates in its 
revolution around the sun or our clocks speed up.  
Rather it is this inherent sense of elapsed time that 
gives us the impression that time continues to race 
by faster and faster. Why?

Built into our individual time sense is our 
personal experience of “forever”, the total amount of 
time each of us has experienced.  The time 
between our birth and our 1st birthday is, on that 
birthday, forever. The time between our 1st and 2nd 

birthdays, while being chronologically equal to our 
first year, amounts to only 50 % of our entire 
experience. The elapsed time between our 9th and 
10th birthdays is one 10th of our personal forever, 
and the year between our 59th and 60th birthdays is 
only one 60th of the sum total of all time that we 
have experienced. 

So, yes this summer seems to have raced by 
faster than last summer, but it’s because these last 
three months have been a smaller fraction of our 
lives than last summer. And the next will be yet a 
smaller fraction and feel even shorter.

So our days, hours, and minutes become more 
precious as they pass.  Don’t waste a single one!

Medical Research In Her Future?
Our neighbor, Katie Chenevey, was 

one of 20 students in the central Ohio 
region chosen for the Mechanisms of 
Human Health and Disease program at 
Nationwide Children’s Hospital.

During this five-week       
summer program, the 
students studied 
college-level biology,              
chemistry, cellular and               
molecular biology,                    
genetics/genetic  
engineering, organic 

chemistry, physical and medicinal 
chemistry, immunology, virology, and 
biomedical informatics.  The focus was 
on the mechanisms of diseases.

With Katie’s interest in medicine, this 
program was challenging, complete with 
quizzes, tests, and a final paper.  She 
and fellow students presented their 
research topics for parents and 
researchers on the last day.

“The big thing for me was that 20 
really, really smart people were thrown in 
a classroom (setting).” said Katie.  It was 
a very different environment for her, she 
said.

She was a little disappointed in the 
program.  She expected it would have a 
more hands-on research component.  
The closest she got to the laboratory was 
a brief tour provided by one of the 
researchers.

She and fellow students did have the 
opportunity to talk to medical researchers 
from Nationwide Children’s Hospital.  
And she may, in the future, have an 
opportunity to shadow a researcher.

Katie is a senior at Dublin Scioto 
High School.  She plans to study 
medicine in college.

Congratulations, Katie, for being 
selected and attending this elite program!

The photo and portions of this story are from the 
June 2010 issue of Dublin City Schools Today.
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Brookside

 

Colony

Directory

A little 4-1-1
If your phone number or e-mail 
address changes or 
there’s a new addition to your family, 
be sure to let Donna Nick know so 
that the Brookside Colony directory 
can be updated and so that you will 
still receive neighborhood alerts and 
news. 

Most of our dogs haven’t learned 
this trick yet.  Until they do, please 
pick up after your pet.  It’s the 
neighborly thing to do.

Cultural Exchange

George Needham and Joyce Leahy 
(Littleleaf Court) hosted 
two foreign-exchange 
students in July.  
Tim and Pedro 
had a great time and 
made many friends.    

George and Joyce 
would like to extend a 
special thanks to the Bradstreet, Lombardo, 
and Boryczewski families for befriending 
and helping make Tim and Pedro’s stay in 
the U.S. a memorable one.

Need Help?

Neighbor Tom Rosso
(Starleaf Lane) recently passed the  
Ohio Real Estate Exam and wanted 

to let everyone know that he is available to 
help his neighbors or their friends with home 
sales.

He can be reached at his home (2270 
Starleaf Lane), by cell phone (614-888- 
1000), or by e-mail (trosso@kw.com).  He 
works with Keller Williams Capital Partners.
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