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Welcome,
New Neighbors!

Bernard and Kim Renard
’i._; L 7406 Silverleaf Court

September 2012

Let it “rain”

The water sprinklers have
been installed and are
operational at the front
entrance of Brookside
Colony. This timed sprinkler

system will help maximize our landscape
investment.

Thanks to Larry Wright (Mapleleaf
Court) for working with the contractor on
this project.

Additionally, the entrance lights were
re-seated after the sprinkler system
installation was completed.

Engagement Announcements
Congratulations go out to two of our
neighbors who recently became
engaged.

Neighbor Jacqueline Eckel (Palmleaf Lane)
is engaged to Seth DeVlugt. Their wedding
bells will ring on August 24, 2013.

Neighbor Mike Richards (Mapleleaf Blvd) is
engaged to Adrienne Plati. Their winter
wedding will take place in Florida where
they now reside.

Free curbside
recycling is coming!
Everyone should have
received their blue
curbside recycling bin from
the City of Columbus
by now.
Free curbside recycling
begins September 26 and
will alternate with yard waste pickup.

September 26: recycling
October 3: yard waste
October 10: recycling
October 17: yard waste
October 24: recycling
October 31: yard waste

This schedule is also posted on the BSCCA
website: www.brooksidecolony.com
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Watch your speed near bus stops
School’s back in session so please drive
carefully through our neighborhood,
especially as our young neighbors head to
and from their bus stops.

Falling Leaves
As autumn approaches, raking
fallen leaves will be inevitable.
Please remember to
keep our street gutters
free of leaves.
When it rains, these
leaves can end up in
the sewer drains
potentially clogging

them and creating drainage problems.




Voting reminders
A reminder that in order to vote in the November 6"
Presidential Election, you need to be registered by
October 9, 2012. If you have recently moved into the
neighborhood, you will need to register your new address with
COUNTS the Franklin County Board of Elections. If you have not voted
since 2008, you may need to re-register. Please check your
registration status at http://vote.franklincountyohio.gov/
It is advised that you bring an Ohio state issued ID with photo with
you on the day you vote. Absentee ballot requests are also
available from the website.
Poll Election Officials are still needed for election day. You can
volunteer through the website.
Youth that turn 18 years old before election day are eligible
to participate in Youth@Booth. Students should see their
government teacher for in-school training classes, which begin
September 171,
If you need assistance or additional information, you can
contact neighbor Bonnie Cloyd-Ruff (Palmleaf Lane) who is
a trainer for the Franklin County Board of Elections.

Contributed by Bonnie Cloyd-Ruff. Thanks, Bonnie!

Support your candidate!
This year’s presidential political race should
» I s prove quite spirited. While one way of sharing
NoTE FoR ptatts PE this enthusiasm is by posting political signs in
- TRARY L ed our yards, we need to respectfully wait until
r October 23 to do so—that’s 14 days before
the November 6% election (as directed in the

deed restrictions).
(Please refer to the Brookside Colony deed restrictions,
Section 11 entitled “signs” in your directory for details.)

Farewell!

We bid a fond farewell
to neighbors Phil and
Dixie Norman
(Mapleleaf Blvd) as
they move to Powell.




Halloween Safety Tips

Although the official day and time for “Beggar’s Night”
have yet to be announced, here are some safety tips
from the Department of Public Health to consider for

all you trick-or-treaters out there (no matter what your age!).
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"All I've got so far is a bag of stuffing.”

LN Have afun and safe Halloween!

Some things to consider when helping your child
pick out a safe Halloween costume or when

making a costume:

* Make sure it is fire proof, including accessories
such as wigs, props, or a trick-or-treat bag.
» Plan costumes that are bright and reflective,

so they are visible to traffic.

» Consider adding reflective tape or striping to the
costume and trick-or-treat bags for greater visibility.
+ Make sure that costumes are short enough to

Be original with a glow-in-the-dark costume or carry a
reflective trick-or-treat bag.
Use a flashlight or glow stick when walking at night.

Don’t go it alone while trick-or-treating.
Kids under age 12 should go with an adult.
Older kids should always go with buddies.

Stop at street corners.

Look left, right and left again before crossing and
don’t cross between parked cars!

Remember, never step into the street without looking
to see if a vehicle is coming.

Pick only wrapped candy when you trick-or-treat.
Parents check all treats to make sure they are safe.

prevent tripping, entanglement, or contact with flame.

» Eyeholes should be large enough for good peripheral vision.

» Make sure that if the child is carrying a prop, such as a scythe, sword, etc. that the tips
are smooth and flexible enough to not cause injury if fallen upon.



“A well-maintained yard can add as much as -

fifteen percent to the value of your home."
-- Angie Hicks, founder of Angie's List

The summer drought has left many of our lawns and landscaping in sorry
shape. The next article has some suggestions for things we can do now to
prepare our lawns for next spring.

Written by Denise Trowbridge

Lawns in need of extra care come fall Published in The Columbus Dispatch August 28, 2011

Get ready to weed, feed and reseed. The prime season to tame and coif your lawn has
arrived.

And, thanks to a ... hot summer, it might need more work than usual, said Scott Jones, owner
of One Call Lawn Care in Hilliard. }

The first battle? Weeds. There are a lot more of them this
year, Jones said.

Fall is the best time to tackle dandelions, in particular,
said Dave Gardner, a turf-grass expert at Ohio State University.

“When you spray them in spring, you’re just killing the top
growth, but if you treat them in fall — when they are sending
energy into their roots — the herbicide goes into the roots,
and you get more long-lasting complete control.”

Do you have crab grass? Take note of where it is rife,
and apply pre-emergent herbicide to those areas in the spring, “unless it's so horrible, it will
physically inhibit existing grass or interfere with
reseeding,” Gardner said. “Most herbicides won’t
do anything to crab grass this late in the year.”

Most experts recommend applying a general
pre-emergent herbicide in fall to treat fall and
winter-germinating weeds.

If using the organic alternative corn gluten
meal, apply it now, said Jean Nardella, owner of
Earth Matters Organic Lawncare. It's available at

: Strader’s Garden Center, Oakland Nursery,
Ep i A{ = g, :Z'e?"';‘”‘ Growing Solutions Garden Center, Earth Matters
O GAID YOU WANTED ME TO and at some Ace Hardware stores. Follow up
GET THE CRIE GRASS OUIT OF THE YARD!™ with an application of organic fertilizer in late
September.

If using chemical fertilizers, Jones recommends two applications between now and the final
fall mowing, about five weeks apart.

“It's a common misconception that you should fertilize heavily in spring and light in fall,”
Gardner said. “In spring, grass is putting energy into leaf growth. When you fertilize, all you're
getting is more leaf growth. You'll have to mow every four days, and you’ll clear the way for crab
grass.”
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--- Continued on next page ---



-- Continued from previous page: Lawns in need of extra care come fall ---

When you fertilize in fall, the energy is sent to the rhizomes, www CartoonStock.com ;’ﬁfﬂé«f
creating a richer and deeper root system that will enable the
grass to survive harsh conditions, he said.

Apply fertilizer once in September and again in November,
right after you mow for the last time, Gardner said.

There is no hard date for the last cut of the season.

“If the grass is still growing, it needs to be cut,” Jones said.

Once it stops growing, give it a final mow to help ward off
cosmetic problems such as snow mold.

If you're mowing over bare patches, invest in some seed.
Fall is the most productive time to reseed because there is
less competition from weeds, Jones said.

Reseeding should be completed between Labor Day and
about Sept. 20.

“You want to give yourself a window, so the new grass " | CANT CUT THE GRASS UNTIL

: : : ” | FIND THE LAWNMOWER AND |
will be at least 3 inches high before the ground freezes, CANT FIND THE LAWNMOWER
Nardella said. UNTIL | CUT THE GRASS! "

If you have obvious bare patches, it's easiest to buy a lawn
patch kit from a garden center, Gardner said. Water at least once a day if the weather is cool
and twice a day if temperatures rise to the 80s or 90s. Don’t apply pre-emergent herbicide to
reseeded areas, because it will keep the grass from sprouting.

If your lawn is really a mess, you might consider lawn renovation, which is taking out all of
part of the lawn and starting over.

“If you have areas that keep dying out every year or spots that always seem to die when it
gets hot in July, there is probably something under it keeping the grass from growing, like a
rock or hard dirt,” Jones said. “To fix that in the long term, you’ll have to dig it up and replace it.

Clear the grass, add topsoil, then sow the seed, he said. But if the lawn holds up pretty well
during the summer, slice-seeding might be enough. Or renovate without removing the sod.

“Set your mower deck as low as possible to remove as much vegetation as possible,”
Gardner said. “Leave the grass stubble and apply Roundup to the weeds, then reseed with a
slit-seeder.”

Fall is also aeration season, but a one-time core aeration to loosen compact soil won’t do
much, Gardner said.

“Aeration is a long-term solution. One application does not
cause miraculous changes.” And, in most cases, it's
unnecessary.

If you have a lot of goose grass or spurge, those are
indicators of compacted soil, meaning your lawn could benefit
from aeration over time.

“But if it's just dandelions and crab grass, you probably can
skip it,” Gardner said.

If you decide to aerate, it can be done until the end of
October.




Scars of drought stress visible on certain trees, shrubs

By Denise Trowbridge Published on September 2, 2012

Large swaths of Ohio have endured a drought, according to the U.S. Drought Monitor, and the
hot, dry weather is affecting trees and shrubs. If you’ve wondered why your trees are dropping
leaves and thought it might be the weather, you're right.

Trees and shrubs “are certainly suffering from drought and heat stress, and it will impact their
health — not only what’s obvious now but over winter as well,” said Mike Ecker, director of
horticulture for the Dawes Arboretum in Newark. “Full damage in trees will not become evident for
several years. Dead branches already are just the beginning. More will follow.”

Here are a few sure signs of drought stress: Leaves of certain species of trees, such as ash,
black locust, hickory and linden, will turn yellow and drop early. Birch trees began dropping leaves
as early as June this year. Burning bushes, some dogwoods, river birches and red maple trees will
turn to fall colors much earlier. Drought stress can cause needles of pine trees to bend or droop and
either fade or turn brown, according to the Ohio State University Extension.

The heat hasn’t helped. Summer temperatures
“‘cooked some plants such as evergreens like
Norway spruce, which have lost branches,” Ecker said.
“Even if soil moisture was available, it wouldn’t make
much difference with temperatures over 100” degrees.

Some trees suffer more than others. “Healthy
mature trees that are established and have been
growing for years should be resistant to the heat
and drought for a period of time, because they
have an extensive root system that will help them
survive through a month or couple months of a
drought,” said arborist Chris Ahlum of Ahlum &

Arbor in Hilliard.

An exception: Mature trees with restricted root systems, such as those planted between the
house and a sidewalk or driveway, are more easily stressed. And “Younger trees that have been
planted within two to five years are very susceptible because many homeowners forget about them
and think they are established yet they haven’t fully established their root systems,” Ahlum said.

To help trees, old and new, through drought: Apply several layers of newspaper, then cover
with a 3- to 4-inch layer of mulch so it covers the root zone but is not touching the trunk, Ecker said.
Wood chips and leaves can also be used as mulch. All will help hold in moisture. Water newly
transplanted and young trees regularly, using infrequent but deep waterings, providing at least 1
inch of water a week, according to the OSU Extension. Don’t prune or fertilize trees during drought.

To water deeply, “Let the hose slowly trickle on an area for an hour or so, then move to a new
location around the plant,” Ecker said. “Water during the daytime but only early in morning and late
afternoon. Watering during the day when temperatures are high is just watering the sky with
evaporation.”

Watering mature trees is less effective. “Sometimes the older trees’ root systems take up a large
portion of the yard and are hard to water. The key is to water the critical root zone, which extends
out to the edge of the canopy,” Ahlum said. “For a large mature oak, this could encompass an area
of 100 feet wide.”But, he added, “The majority, if not all, healthy mature trees will recover and
should be fine next spring.”

If fall doesn’t bring more rain, trees and shrubs might need some help to make it through the
winter. “If by some quirk of nature we don’t

get significant rainfall that brings soil moisture Source:

back to normal,” Ecker said, “watering young http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/home_and_ga
plants deeply before winter will be important rden/2012/09/02/1-scars-of-drought-stress-visible-on-
— especia”y evergreens_” certain-trees-shrubs.html




Many of our neighborhood Ash trees have been decimated by the Emerald Ash Borer.
This article has suggestions on when to have a damaged tree removed as and what
to look for when hiring a tree removal service.

Safety first. Dead trees should By Dan Shaffer
be removed by a professional Published online: August 16, 2012

"l think that | shall never see a poem lovely as a tree." It would seem poet Joyce Kilmer
never neglected a tree in his life.

Too often though, homeowners take the trees in their landscaping for granted.

“A well-maintained yard can add as much as fifteen percent to the value of your home
and that includes taking good care of your trees," said Angie Hicks, founder of Angie's List .
"What people may not realize is that it can actually be dangerous to ignore your trees. It can
cause property damage or someone can get hurt if a limb falls from a dead tree.”

Trees add beauty to the landscaping of any home. However, poorly maintained trees or
trees damaged by storms, can die before their time, create personal safety hazards for your
family and even cause property damage to your home.

Angie’s List asked ‘h _ o B Ui A%
highly rated tree care AR A e Yy
companies about how to 9 E
know it's time to remove
a tree and the methods
involved.

“Obviously die back in
the trees, you'll see the
trees loose leaves things
of that nature," said
certified arborist Stephen
Courchaine.

"Dead branches,
decayed trunks those are
things homeowners can
look for that can lead them
to believe that the tree
needs to be removed.”

Courchaine said trees
die for any number of reasons. “Insect infestation, disease attacks; both of those can cause
trees to die. Construction damage... and when | say construction damage | mean things like
grade changes where you’ve changed the grade of soil, altered root system that can cause
a tree to die, decay in trunks and things of that nature.” Each year, thousands of trees in the
U.S. are also damaged by storms, wind, lightning and ice, causing millions of dollars in
property damage.

--- Continued on next page ---



-- Continued from previous page: Dead trees should be removed by a professional ---

If it's time to remove a tree from your property, the best methods are those used by
trained arborists. Hicks adds, “While removing a tree might seem like a very simple job it's
important to hire the right professional to take care of it. You want to make sure that it’s
taken out of your yard properly so you don’t cause any damage and you want to make
sure the workers that are doing it are safe as well so they know exactly how to tackle a
project because if the tree is already dead : :
they potentially can’t climb the tree to remove L h Pa d )
limbs also you want to make sure they have aug ra e

the proper insurance because the last thing
you want is someone getting hurt on your
property or when those limbs are dropped it
causes any damage to your property.”

By Bunny Hoest

Costs for removal:

» Determined by size, location, objects around
the tree (homes, fences, service wires, etc.)

* Does the tree need to be lowered in sections
due to dangerous conditions with regards to
dead limbs?

» Clean up/disposal.

« Stump removal is often a separate cost..

“Wall, now we know how wa'll -_.pr:n-d the 5350
you saved by doing it yourself.”

Tips for hiring a tree service

Don't procrastinate: If you have trees that look structurally unsound or in decline, don't
wait to have them looked at. Taking care of the issue immediately can also save you from
further costs.

Your trees should be inspected on a regular basis.

Consider a certified arborist: If you have trees that are aged or diseased, an arborist can
help determine what special care you might need to keep the trees and your yard in good
shape. Cutting down a tree is a dangerous job and a task that homeowners should not
DIY.

Check qualifications: Don'’t just hire anyone with a chain saw and pickup truck —
removing a tree can be extremely dangerous. Gather estimates from at least three
companies and vet them thoroughly. Check for membership in professional organizations,
such as the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA), the Tree Care Industry
Association (TCIA), or the American Society of Consulting Arborists (ASCA).

Ask for proof of insurance: Make sure the company's policy adequately covers property
damage and injuries that could occur on your property.

Walk through the job: Have the contractor tag or walk through the yard with you so you
know exactly what trees need work and what is being removed. Map out how the areas
where the contractors will be working and how they will access those areas. Make sure
you've cleared those areas of cars and other items to ensure nothing is damaged by
falling limbs.

Put it in writing: Agree to the terms and details of the project, outlined in a contract,
before any work is done.

Source: http://www.abcactionnews.com/dpp/money/angies_list/angies-
list-safety-first-dead-trees-should-be-removed-by-a-professional



Looking for a twist on the traditional pumpkin
pie? Here’s a 5-star recipe that will be sure to
impress your holiday guests.

Household Hint Corner

Double Layer Pumpkin Cheesecake q||recipes com

Rated: Wi J ¥ i

Submitted By: Stephanie Phillips
Photo By: meminml

Prep Time: 30 Minutes Ready In: 4 Hours 10
.| Cook Time: 40 Winutes
~ Minutes Servings: 8

To prevent plastic food
storage containers
from staining, spray
them with nonstick
cooking spray before
pouring in tomato-
based sauces.

"Cheesecake lovers will applaud this addition to the holiday dessert selection. A layer of
traditicnal cheesecake is topped with a layer of pumpkin pie flavored cheesecake and
baked. "

INGREDIENT S5:

2 (8 ounce) packages cream cheese, 1/2 cup pumpkin puree

softened 1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamaon

12 cup white sugar 1 pinch ground cloves
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract 1 pinch ground nutmeg
2 eggs 1/2 cup frozen whipped topping, thawed

1 (% inch} prepared graham cracker crust

DIRECTIONS:
1. Preheat oven to 325 degrees F (165 degrees C).

Burned food in skillet?
Simply add a drop or two of
dish soap and enough water
to cover the bottom of the
pan. Bring to boil on stove
top.

2. In a large bowl, combine cream cheese, sugar and vanilla. Beat until smooth. Blend in
eggs one at a time. Remove 1 cup of batter and spread into bottom of crust, set aside.

3. Add pumpkin, cinnamon, cloves and nutmeg to the remaining batter and stir genthy until
well blended. Carefulty spread over the batter in the crust.

4. Bake in preheated oven for 35 to 40 minutes, or until center is almost set. Allow to
cool, then refrigerate for 3 hours or overnight. Cover with whipped topping before
serving.

Leftover wine?
You can freeze into ice
cubes for future use in

«&>_ casseroles and sauces

Need Help?

__Neighbor Tom Rosso (Starleaf

¥Lane) wanted to let everyone
know that he is available to help
his neighbors or their friends with
home sales.

He can be reached at his
home (2270 Starleaf Lane), by
cell phone (614-888-1000),
or by e-mail
(tdrosso@columbus.rr.com).

To clean a water bottle,
Just drop in an Alka Seltzer table
and let soak for an hour or more.
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