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                                                Introducing the new newsletter
It’s been a while since Brookside Colony has had a newsletter hit the neighborhood streets.
Hope you enjoy this edition.   Any feedback, comments, suggestions, ideas for future issues,
articles/features (written by our community members), recipes, et cetera are welcomed.
Please contact Debbie Knight (editor) at knight.11@osu.edu.

The Easter Bunny hits Brookside Colony
               A neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt,
                            sponsored by the Social
                        Committee, will be held on
                  Sunday,  March 16th at 2:00pm
                  at 2283 Littleleaf Lane.  Thanks
to the Acree family for lending their backyard
to the Easter bunny to hide all his eggs for us!
The cost will be $3 per child.  Please RSVP
and pre-pay to Tara Harris (phone: 799-6099;
7313 Mapleleaf Boulevard) by Friday, March
7th.  In case of rain, the event will be
postponed until Saturday, March 22nd (same
place & time).

The Brookside Colony Website
Please visit the
Brookside Colony website at
www.brooksidecolony.com!
While portions of this website are still under
construction with continued improvements,
the website is up and running (or “live” for
those who prefer the more technical jargon).
Note:  if you have trouble accessing some of
the features of this website, you may need to
use a different internet browser (“Firefox” is
the recommended browser for our website)

A big welcome to our
youngest new members of the
neighborhood.  New babies:
Anna Wetzel (Palmleaf Lane)
and   Chelsea Retz (Palmleaf
Lane).

Steppin’ Out!
A ‘Ladies Night Out” is being organized by
the Social Committee for Thursday, April
17th at El Vaquero (Dublin Village Center)
at 6:30pm (cocktails) with dinner
at 7pm.  Please RSVP to
Mary Ellen Heldman (by e-mail at
heldman.wowway.com or by phone: 766-
0903) by Tuesday, April 15th.

Give a big welcome to our newest
neighbors!!

We have had many new neighbors
move into Brookside Colony in the
past year.  We would like to welcome      the
Byun family (Littleleaf Lane),
the Baine family (Palmleaf Court),
the Dunbar family (Palmleaf Lane),
the Hinkle family (Littleleaf Lane),           the
Peace family (Mapleleaf Boulevard),    the
Raspberry family (Mapleleaf Boulevard), the
Waters family (Mapleleaf Boulevard),   the
Uysaler family (Sunleaf Court).    Hopefully
we’ve covered everyone, but if we’ve missed
a family, please let us know!

The Brookside Colony Civic Association
(BSCCA) are made up of your neighbors
who voluntarily assume the responsibilities
as officers, trustees, and committee
chairpersons, as a service to their
community.  Be sure to thank them for their
efforts!  (See listing on next page).  The
meetings are open to all residents of the
Brookside Colony community.  It’s a great
way to become involved in your
neighborhood community!

Please note that the Social Committee is a separate
organization from the BSCCA, but it is also a great
way to be involved in your neighborhood community!



                            Your Money (and your Civic Association) at Work!
                            The $50 annual assessment fee is due by Tuesday, April 1st (no foolin’!).
                             Please give your checks (made payable to BSCCA) to your trustee.  While
                             your trustee should contact you, a map indicating district divisions & a
                             listing of the district trustees is given here to help with this process.
                             So, how does this assessment fee “work” for us in the Brookside Colony
                                community?   The most obvious result of our fees is the entrance wall
                             and landscaping—both the building and designing of this area as well as
                             its continued grooming and maintenance.  A little less obvious is the
                             liability and structural insurance needed to protect our investment in this
                             area.  This helps make our neighborhood a more attractive place to live.
The publication of the telephone directory and this newsletter are more tangible results of these fees
as are the cash prizes for our annual holiday lighting contest held in December.  The announcement
board was also purchased with these fees.  All designed to keep us informed what is happening in the
neighborhood and to help build ties with our neighbors.
Less obvious are legal fees to uphold our Deed Restrictions and Protective Covenants and
membership fees for representation in other neighborhood associations (such as the Far Northwest
Coalition).  These are but a few examples of your fee at work.
All-in-all, $50 a year is a small price to pay to keep our neighborhood community a great place to live.
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BSCCA Trustees
District 1: Kevin Caldwell    793-1812
District 2: Donna Nick        793-1191
District 3: Bruce Carpenter 799-9371
District 4:  Cheri Oster        761-9726
District 5:        Donna Rutherford 760-9578

Joe Chawner    799-2047
District 6: Kathy Pease            799-2251
District 7: Kathy Calder*    763-7422

Juliana Maguire   766-8130
District 8: Larry Wright    766-2213
District 9: Donna Welch    799-8930

BSCCA Officers 
President    Kevin Caldwell           793-1812
Vice President    Andrew Arana            793-8497
Secretary    Betty Kimball             789-9355
Treasurer    Bruce Carpenter         799-9371

BSCCA Committee Chairpersons 
Deed Restriction       Tom Kimball        789-9355       
Web Site Manager    Connie Peregrina  761-1183  
Block Watch & Alert  Kathy Pease        799-2251  
Welcoming          Connie Peregrina 761-1183
Directory          Donna Nick         793-1191
School District          John Bernans      791-8707
R. E. Contact          Donna Nick         793-1191
Far N.W. Coalition    Susan Cooper*    793-9678
Charter Agent          Bruce Carpenter  799-9371
Newsletter          Debbie Knight     717-0326

*indicates position opening



Ah, the smell of spring is in the air (or is that just Pepe le Pew?)
     You may be noticing that unmistakable smell of skunk in the air these
days and that’s because this marks the beginning of the skunk’s mating
season—and, well, what we think of as “pee-yew!” the skunk thinks of
as a very enticing cologne.  Besides air scenting, the skunk also uses its
spray as a defense mechanism—and effectively so (though they use this
as a last resort when warning off their attackers).  So, what should we do if your pet has had an
“encounter” with a skunk.  The first thing that should be noted is that the sooner you begin to
neutralize the skunk smell, the better—the oil-like substance tends to cling to the base of the
hair follicle.  The second to know is that using the legendary home remedy, the tomato juice
bath, is not considered by experts to be effective at removing or reducing the smell.  There are
commercially-available enzyme solutions (such as “Nature’s Miracle Skunk Odor Remover”)
found at pet stores which works well to reduce the smell.  There are also some home remedies
that you can make yourself with products you may have in the kitchen cabinet. One such
mixture is made from 1 quart 3%  hydrogen peroxide or white vinegar, ¼ cup baking soda,
1 teaspoon liquid dishwashing detergent.  The mixture should be mixed just before use, in an
OPEN container (it bubbles vigorously), and should be used to soak your pet in the solution for
5 minutes before rinsing well.  Another option is to take the pet to a groomer.  From personal
experience, I can tell you that the enzyme solution, the homemade mixture and the groomer
bath all helped to REDUCE the odor, but no treatment completely removed the smell—only time
did that.
     If your house or deck should be “hit” by Pepe’s “plume”, it is suggested to use a bleach
solution (1 cup of bleach per gallon of water) to soak the area in order to remove the odor.
    If you have a skunk living under your deck or under a woodpile, here are a few tips to
discourage the skunk from returning.  Because skunks are nocturnal, it is suggested to add
lighting to the den to “persuade” the skunk to find a more suitable living habitat. A portable
radio (left on) may also dissuade the animal from returning.   Another suggestion is to spread
moth balls at the entrance (and inside) the den.  If a skunk wanders into an open garage, it is
best to allow it to wander out on its own (or it may perceive your “encouragement” as a threat
& spray).
     Hopefully, you will never have need of this information, but in the event you do, good luck!
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                              Senior Pride
                            Graduation is coming up
                           soon!  We would like to
                           honor those students who
                           will be graduating from
                           High School or College this
                           year by listing their names
                           on a banner that will be
                          displayed at the entrance.
Please contact Cheri Oster (by phone: 761-
9726 or by e-mail: coster@columbus.rr.com)
by May 1st with the name of your graduate.

Moving?
Be sure that your realtor gets a copy
of the BSCCA Deed Restrictions and
Protective Convenants so that they can
share this with potential buyers.  Some
residents have moved in completely
unaware that these
restrictions/convenants exist
(this author among them).
Please refer to the BSCCA
website or your directory.

In-The-Know
Our neighborhood alerts and announcements are made by e-mail.  There are a few
residents who are not currently on the mailing list, and, should they wish to be
included, should contact Donna Nick or Kathy Pease.



                            Winter Alternatives
                          Winter is still here and
                          that means that clearing
                          the snow and ice from
                          sidewalks and driveways
                          can often be
                          challenging.  As a
person who frequently walks the
neighborhood during the winter months,
let me first say that the well-maintained
sidewalk is highly appreciated.  This got
me to thinking about what we actually do
to maintain those sidewalks.  In addition to
shoveling, we often put down salt crystals
to help melt the ice/snow.  Through some
internet searching, I found some
environmentally friendly alternatives that
could be taken under consideration.  For
example, using sand or birdseed can add
traction on slippery spots while having
little negative impact on the local
environment.   There are also
environmentally safer salt-like products out
there that are either bio-degradable (like
“IceClear”) or are non-chloride based (like
“SafePaws”).  A 50-50 mixture of water
and white vinegar has also been suggested
to help prevent ice formation on car
windows as well as for sidewalks.  Making
a brine solution with the standard sidewalk
salt and spraying it on the sidewalks
(instead of spreading the salt crystals
directly) also helps reduce the overall
amount of salt that is needed for ice/snow
removal.  These are a few ideas to help
make our neighborhood a better place to
live.  For more ideas, I encourage you to
“surf” the internet on your own.

Good Neighbors
Thanks to those neighbors who
go out of their way to clear off
not only their own sidewalks, but
also their neighbor’s sidewalks
as well!   I would especially like
to note our neighbor who personally
clears a large part of the
Mapleleaf Boulevard sidewalks (of course, I
suspect he has just a little too much fun with
his snowblower, but it’s appreciated all the
same!).  Thank you!

Are You Ready for Warmer Weather?
For those residents who take their lawnmowers
for routine maintenance and service,
now is the ideal time to do so.
It’s still too early to actually
need the mower and it beats
the rush later in the spring as
more people take in their mowers
for service.

Brookside Beacon and the
Environment
The Brookside Beacon will be
going “green!”   We will distribute
future issues of this newsletter by
e-mail and will post it on the
Brookside Colony website
(www.brooksidecolony.com), thus
reducing not only production costs
(saving the BSCCA (and you!)
money), but also reducing the
amount of consumer waste.
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Got Stuff?
The annual neighborhood
garage sale is being planned
for the month of May by the
Social Committee.
More details to follow.

Nest Building?
Spring is just around the corner and

if you are planning an outside
project such as installation of a
deck, a fence, et cetera, please

contact Tom Kimball
(phone 789-9355) to ensure

that your project complies
with the BSCCA deed restrictions.


