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Shawn & Kara Corpman (7269 Mapleleaf Blvd)

A big Brookside Beacon welcome
goes out to our new neighbors!

Coming soon
The $50 BSCCA Fee 
Assessment will be due on 
or before March 15, 2010.  

See page 8 for more details

Holiday Decorating Contest 
Details/Instructions on page 3
Ballot on page 4

Holiday Lighting Viewing and Caroling
Join your neighbors in viewing the neighborhood
holiday lighting by meeting in front of The 
Caldwell home (7403 Palmleaf Lane) at 5:30pm 
on Tuesday, December 15th.

Groups can choose to walk 
around the neighborhood 
while singing carols or can 
pile in a car and drive 

around the neighborhood.

Either way, we’ll rally at the Caldwell’s firepit
afterwards for hot chocolate and smores.  Hope 
to see you there! 

BSCCA meeting
The next BSCCA meeting 
is currently scheduled for 
Tuesday, February 16th at
7pm at the home of Kevin 
Caldwell.

Updating the Directory
On page 7, you will find a form that 
you can use to update your contact 
information for the 2010 Brookside
Colony Directory that will be printed 
and distributed mid-year.
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Clearing the snow
Please be mindful to move cars 
off the street whenever there is a 
significant accumulation of snow, 
to allow the snowplows to clear 
the snow.

Social Committee needs YOU!!
The Social Committee* is always 
looking for new members and ideas to 
promote social activities in the 
Brookside Colony community.  Please 
contact Mary Ellen Heldman if you 
would like to join this committee.

*Please note that the Social Committee 
is a separate organization from the 
BSCCA and is a great way to become 
involved in your neighborhood 
community.

New Facebook Group 
For those of you already members of the social 

networking site called Facebook, a Facebook group 
has been formed called “Brookside Colony 
Neighbors”*

This was formed to promote social interactions 
between neighbors living in the Brookside Colony 
community.  It should be noted that only Brookside
Colony residents will be allowed to join this group.
Please keep in mind that there will be group members 
of all walks of life and ideologies, so please be 
courteous when discussing various topics within this 
format.  

For those who are unsure how to find or join this 
group, at the bottom of your home page is an icon that 
looks something like this: 
Click on the icon and 
type the group name in 
the “search” box.  You will need to request to join this 
group.  This ensures that only neighbors join. 

*The Brookside Colony Neighbors group is not associated with 
the BSCCA.

A reminder
If you change your e-mail 

contact, please be sure to let 
Donna Nick (general e-mail) 
and Kathy Pease (alert and 
blockwatch e-mail) know, 
so that you can continue to 
receive important 
neighborhood 
announcements.



 

2009 Brookside Colony Holiday Decorating Contest 
Instructions 

We are going to try something new this year and hope our neighbors enjoy being involved in the 
voting process.  Please read the information below as a family, whether you are just voting or 
whether you are participating, get ready to have some fun!! 

1. Plan on joining us on Tuesday evening, 12/15, at 6:30pm in front of Kevin & Mary Beth 
Caldwell’s house at 7403 Palmleaf Lane to walk around the neighborhood to view the 
holiday lights and sing carols.  If you don’t want to walk, we can also have car loads driving 
around the neighborhood to view the lights. Afterwards, there will be a get together at the 
Caldwell’s house to turn in your ballots and sit around a fire pit in their backyard and drink 
hot chocolate eat smores, and share the holiday spirit with your neighbors. If you are 
planning on participating in this event by walking or riding as a group to view the holiday 
lights, please RSVP to Larry Wright so he knows how much hot chocolate and supplies to 
buy to make smores (766-2213 or Lwright521@sbcglobal.net) 

2. If the lights are off, this signals that the home does not wish to be involved in the judging. 
Sometimes homes that have won several times turn their lights off.  

3. There is one ballot per home and your address is listed on the ballot.  Everyone in the home 
gets one vote…yep, the kids vote counts as much as the adults! 

4. If you elect not to participate in the group viewing of the lights, please vote and leave your 
ballot at 7443 Mapleleaf Court (The Wright’s house) in the big gift box on the porch starting 
Sunday evening, 12/13. Ballots must be turned in by 9:30 pm, on Tuesday, December 15th. 
So, if you want your house to be judged as part of the contest, please leave your holiday 
lights on the nights of 12/13 through 12/15. The Wrights will make certain to gather the 
ballots quickly so nothing happens to them. Or, you can also e-mail your ballot to Larry 
Wright at lwright521@sbcglobal.net by 9:30pm on Tuesday, December 15th.

5. The first choice listed will be worth 3 points; the second choice listed will be worth 2 points; 
and the third choice will be worth 1 point.  The winners will be the ones with the highest 
scores.

6. What should you vote on?  Whatever you wish…orderly appearance, consistent theme, 
effort to decorate, uniqueness, appeal to kids, EACH VOTER DECIDES. 

7. Participants in the contest (a concern with kids voting) should not be encouraging or 
influencing others to vote for their home. Activities of this type could eliminate whole 
neighborhood voting in the future. 

8. The votes will be tabulated and be announced on the sandwich board at the corner of 
Mapleleaf & Palmleaf on Thursday, 12/17.  Gifts certificates will be delivered on the evening 
of Thursday, 12/17. 

9. Members that are not current on their association dues or in deed restriction violation status 
are not eligible for a prize, but are welcome to vote.

10. Questions or concerns can be directed to Larry Wright at 766-2213 or 
Lwright521@sbcglobal.net.
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Brookside Colony Holiday Decorating Contest 
                   
                 Ballot for:   __________________________________________      

(write your address on line above) 

Please write legibly; if we can’t read it, the vote won’t count! 
 

1st Choice        2nd Choice      3rd Choice 
   address                   address          address 

Family Member #1 _________________  _________________             _________________ 

Family Member #2 _________________  _________________             _________________ 

Family Member #3 _________________  _________________             _________________ 

Family Member #4 _________________  _________________             _________________ 

Family Member #5 _________________  _________________             _________________ 

Family Member #6 _________________  _________________             _________________ 

Family Member #7 _________________  _________________             _________________  

Family Member #8 _________________  _________________            _________________ 

Family Member #9 _________________  _________________             _________________ 

Family Member #10 _________________  _________________             _________________ 
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Ask Mr. Science!
Brookside Beacon: In this edition of the Brookside Beacon, Mr. Science has agreed  
to discuss how one man in one sleigh pulled by eight reindeer can circle the globe in  
just ONE night.  So, how DOES he do it, Mr. Science?

Mr. Science: Well, to be perfectly honest, much of the physics of Santa Claus 
remains unresolved.  However, many plausible theories surrounding this 
phenomenon are currently being explored. Now, based upon the most current 
global census estimates, Santa visits approximately 91.8 million homes on his 
journey. (This estimate includes only the homes of good little girls and boys, since 
there have been no recent, independently verifiable reports of children finding 
lumps of coal or any other mineral in their stockings on Christmas morning.) 

Assuming he exploits the rotation of the earth and the international date line to his advantage by 
traveling east to west, Santa has 31 hours to complete the task. This works out to 822.6 home 
visits per second, or 1.216 millisecond to park, hop down the chimney, leave gifts (maybe scarf 
down a cookie or two), get back in the sleigh, and arrive at his next destination. 
Brookside Beacon: So, he should get our neighborhood done in less than a second?! I'll be sure 
not to blink!

Mr. Science:  Based on the number of homes and their spatial distribution on the planet, this   
works out to a roughly 75.5 million mile trip and an average sleigh speed of 650 miles per 
second (that's 3,000 times the speed of sound), clearly implying that the sleigh is not being 
pulled by your average flying reindeer.  In addition, the sleigh may be powered by an inboard 
propulsion system, most likely nuclear-based, commonly referred to as ARA (Atomic Reindeer 
Assist). While nuclear powered vehicles are fairly common in the military, those propulsion 
systems are far too large for Santa's sleigh. However, there is no reason why the elves, provided 
they have been appropriately trained in advanced nuclear engineering, would not be able to 
miniaturize the technology to retrofit the sleigh. 

Now, assuming that each child receives a gift (or gifts) weighing a total of 2 pounds (most 
likely a GROSS underestimate), the sleigh begins its journey carrying approximately 321,300 
tons (not including Santa). 

Brookside Beacon: Are you saying that Santa might need to lose some weight…on his sleigh?
Mr. Science: There is one more issue, and a very important one, that being the safety of Santa 
and the reindeer. 321,300 tons traveling at 650 million miles per second through earth's 
atmosphere creates enormous air resistance and friction, and thus tremendous heat.  Without 
some type of protection…

Brookside Beacon: …like lip balm?
Mr. Science: …Rudolf, as the lead reindeer, would absorb 14.3 quintillion joules of energy per 
second and be completely incinerated, exposing the next pair of reindeer to the same conditions 
and the same fate. The end result would be the vaporization of the entire reindeer team in 4.26 
milliseconds.  Here again we rely on the elves to have successfully adapted the technology 
employed in the tiles of the space shuttle heat shields to fit the reindeer and Santa with similar 
protective shielding.

Brookside Beacon: I guess that's a little more protective than SPF20 lip balm…
Mr. Science: However, how Santa survives the extreme horizontal force to which he is subjected 
(4,315,015 pounds) frankly remains an enigma. We anticipate that data currently being collected    
by LIGO (Laser Interferometer Gravitational-Wave Observatory) will clarify this issue. Until then, 
as with many as yet unexplained phenomena of nature, we must simply have patience and 
confidence that understanding will come with time, and that Santa will safely complete his 
appointed rounds on schedule this year as he always has in the past.

Until next time then, a Merry Christmas to all, and to all a good night.
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Keeping it fresh

      Ah, the smell of fresh pine…
      Many of you may be venturing out to fi nd that perfect tree for your  holiday festivities, whether 
it be freshly cut or living balled-and-burlapped christmas tree, whether it is from a retail lot or 
directly from a tree farm.   For some, this is an age-old family tradition; for others, this is a new 
adventure.  Here are a few tips on the care of a living or freshly cut  evergreen tree.
     If you purchase a fresh-cut tree at a retail lot, it is Important to check for  freshness.  The tree 
should have a healthy, green appearance and the  
needles should not come off in your hand if you 
gently stroke the branch.  The tree will need a fresh 
cut across the bottom (about an inch above the  old 
base) so that water can be absorbed once you get 
it home and in the  tree stand.  Be sure to keep your 
tree well watered.  It should be noted that a newly 
cut tree may take up a gallon of water the fi rst day 
or two.  If the tree becomes dried out, it will shed 
its needles prematurely.  If this occurs, it is best to 
take down the tree and recut the base to restore 
water fl ow in the tree.  Keep the tree away from 
heat sources and be sure that tree lights are in good 
working order.  Be sure to turn off lights at bedtime 
or when leaving for an extended period of time.  After 
the holidays, the fresh-cut tree can be recycled.
     Living christmas trees are a bit trickier.  These 
trees generally come in two forms:  the balled and 
burlapped form and the potted form.  The tree with 
its rootball bagged can be quite heavy and care 
must be taken not to drop the tree on its root ball to 
prevent damage to the roots.  The tree must also be 
conditioned by placing it in the garage or porch for 
a few  days before bringing it into the house.  The 
tree should be kept in a cool location away from 
direct sunlight and heating sources.  The root ball 
should be kept slightly damp (but not fl ooded).   It 
is suggested that the tree not be kept inside for more than ten days since exposure to warm 
temperatures may cause the tree to come out of its dormancy.  The tree should be conditioned to 
the cold by placing it in the garage or porch for a few days prior to planting outdoors.  If the ground 
is frozen or if the tree cannot be planted immediately, it should be placed in a sheltered area with 
the rootball heavily mulched.  When planting, a hole should be dug about the depth of the root 
ball and about 2 times the diameter of the rootball.  Be sure to water and mulch the newly planted 
tree.
     Those who choose a living or fresh-cut christmas tree should fi nd satisfaction in not only 
supporting local tree farms (and economy) but in choosing an eco-friendly option as well (fresh-
cut trees are easily recycled at the curbside while living trees can be planted to create beautiful 
landscaping accents). 
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BROOKSIDE COLONY CIVIC ASSOCIATION
Information for the BSCCA Directory & the Alert & General e-mail network systems.
 
If you are not already in the directory, please fi ll out the information below so that you can be 
included in the next directory.  If you are not receiving General & Alert e-mails we may not have 
a current e-mail address for your household. 

Your e-mail can be listed in the next directory & can also be added immediately to our alert & 
general e-mail network systems.  You can also only be on the alert & general e-mail systems and 
not have your e-mail listed in the directory…this is your choice.
  
The alert network will notify you by e-mail, if there is anything happening in the neighborhood 
that is important, such as, break-ins, prowlers, etc. The general e-mail network will notify you 
of other information. 

Our goal is to have every resident on the alert & general e-mail systems.  This is the quickest way 
to get important information out to all residents.  To date 95% of all the residents in Brookside 
Colony are on the e-mail systems.  We hope you will join the group.
Thank you, 
Your BSCCA Board 

Information for BSCCA_Directory

Name:   __________________________________________________

Address:   __________________________________________________
 
Phone:   ____________________________________________

E-mail (alert/general): _________________________________________________

additional household members

___________________________________________________________________      
      special services such as baby sitting, grass cutting, snow removal, etc.

Return to Donna Nick at 7411 Palmleaf Lane or e-mail information to Donna at ohiogranny@
columbus.rr.com  or return to Kathy Pease at 2251 Starleaf Lane or e-mail information to 
Kathy at brooksidealert@yahoo.com 
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BSCCA has been informed by our legal council that we are to make it known to everyone, in writing, what our schedule 
is for payment of the annual assessment of $50 and what the consequences are for non-payment of the $50 by the 
end of the grace period.  This information is as follows:
            The annual assessment of $50 for 2010 will be due and payable to BSCCA as follows:                                                                              
                          $50 assessment due by:     March 15, 2010  
                           Grace period ends:             March 25, 2010
 A Trustee will let you know when they will personally come around to collect, checks can be post dated to March 25, 
2010.  Envelopes will be on designated Trustees doors from the time of your fi rst notice until March 15, 2010.  After 
March 15, 2010 and during the grace period from March 15 to March 25, 2010 any resident who has not paid their 
assessment will be responsible to take their check directly to the Treasurer, Bruce Carpenter at 2315 Littleleaf lane.  
 Anyone who needs to make special arrangements to have their assessment check picked up can contact their 
trustee directly.  Trustees are listed in the directory or can be found on the BSCCA web site at 
www.brooksidecolony.com 
            Amount due and payable at 12:01 on March 26, 2010 will be as follows:
                       $50 + 18% interest = $59 + late fee of $75 = $134 due to BSCCA
                       Uniform Late fee set by the BSCCA on 5/12/09 is $75
     Information of any unpaid assessments will be sent to the BSCCA Attorney by March 30, 2010.
     Please refer to Article V Assessments of your covenants and restrictions located in the back of your directory for 
more information on additional charges and other consequences.  If you do not have a directory please refer to the 
BSCCA web site at www.brooksidecolony.com for this information. 

Contents in black taken from the Brookside Colony recorded Covenants and Restrictions Article V Assessments.
Contents in red are notes from the Brookside Colony Civic Association as per actions the BSCCA has taken in the past or will 
take in the future. 

 Thank you in advance for your continued support,

 Your Brookside Colony Association Board

 Assessment created pursuant hereto shall be effective, provided it is created as provided herein, if 
written notice of the amount thereof is sent by the Board of the Association to the Lot owner subject 
thereto at least ten (10) days prior to the due date thereof.  NOTE: BSCCA has been and will continue 
to give the proper notice of the due date of the BSCCA annual $50 assessment, which also included 
the end date of the grace period and the week that a trustee would be coming around to personally 
collect the annual assessment. Residents have been and will continue to be given the option to 
drop off their check at their Trustee's home or at the home of several designated Trustees who have 
envelopes attached to their front door, checks can be post dated to the last day of the grace period.  
The notice is sent out by e-mail and hand deliver to any resident that is not in the BSCCA e-mail 
system.  The notice is also sent out in the BSCCA First Quarter Newsletter, this Newsletter is also 
sent out by e-mail and hand delivered to residents not on the e-mail system. Written notice mailed 
or delivered to a Lot owner's Lot shall constitute notice to that Lot owner, unless the Lot owner has 
delivered written notice to the Board of the Association of a different address for such notices, in 
which event the mailing of the same to that last designated address shall constitute notice to that 
Lot owner. 
               Assessment or portion of any installment of any assessment is not paid within ten (10) 
days after the same has become due, the Board of the Association, at its option, without demand 
or notice, may (i) charge interest on the entire unpaid balance at the rate of Eighteen percent (18%) 
per annum, and (ii) charge a reasonable, uniform, late fee, as determined from time to time by the 
Board of the Association. NOTE: The late fee was set by the board on 5/12/09 in the amount of $75.  
Assessments, together with interest, late fees, and all collection and enforcement costs, including 
reasonable attorney fees, shall be a charge and a continuing lien in favor of the Association upon 
the Lot against which each such assessment is made.  At any time after an assessment levied pur-
suant hereto remains unpaid for thirty (30) or more days after the same has become due and pay-
able, a certifi cate of lien for all or any part of the unpaid balance of that assessment, interest, late 
fees, and costs, including attorney fees, may be fi led with the Franklin County Recorder, pursuant 
to authorization given by the Board of the Association. 
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    The BSCCA 
would like to wish 
each and every oneevery one 
a happy holiday 

season!


