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Catching the bus
Please drive carefully through our 
neighborhood—especially at times 
when children are heading to and 
from or are waiting at their 
designated bus stop.   

Welcome New Neighbors!!
Bee & Alicia Emanivong (2291 Littleleaf Lane)

A big welcome to our youngest  
new neighbors.  All three 
babies were born in August. 

Jason & Lindsay Grant (Palmleaf Lane) 
are the proud parents of 
Abigail Kathryn Grant,

Matthew & Christine Davidson (Starleaf
Lane) are the proud parents of 
Cole Davidson, 

—and—
Nick and Kristin McCracken (Mapleleaf

Blvd) are the proud parents of        
Alexandra McCracken.

Congratulations to each of you!

Back to basics…

Halloween Safety tips, page 5

Federal Tax Credit for Energy Efficiency Improvements, page 4

Being Social
The Social Committee* is always looking for new 
members and ideas.  Please contact Tara Harris if 
you would like to join the Social Committee or have 
ideas for upcoming neighborhood events.
Contributed by Mary Ellen Heldman (Mapleleaf Blvd)

*Note that the Social Committee is a separate 
organization from the BSCCA and it is a great way to 
become involved in your neighborhood community!



Ladies Night Out
Ladies Night Out for the ladies of Brookside 
Colony was held on Friday, August 21st at 
the home of Mary Ellen Heldman.  It was 
reported as a low key night where there was 
great conversation and food.
Contributed by Mary Ellen Heldman (Mapleleaf Blvd)

Called to Duty
U.S. Marine Reservist Sergeant Chris Hevezi (Littleleaf Lane) was 

called to active duty in May and is currently serving in Iraq.  Chris was 
promoted to Sergeant on July 1.  This second tour of duty in Iraq will last 
seven months, meaning he will be overseas over his birthday as well as 
the holidays.  If you wish to send Chris any correspondence or care 
packages, please contact Al or Tina Hevezi for details.  
Contributed by Tina Hevezi (Littleleaf Lane)

Way to go, neighbors!
Thanks to our neighbors Donna Nick (Palmleaf Lane), Kathy Pease (Starleaf Lane), 
Lina Eckel (Palmleaf Lane), and Darby Williamson (Hedera Court) who each independently 
noticed that the Mapleleaf Boulevard street sign had fallen down and placed a request to 
the 3-1-1 system for a replacement.  Though there was an apparent glitch in the 3-1-1 
System in getting the request accepted by the City of Columbus, their perseverance was 
eventually rewarded with a new sign installation.  While some may think, “Hey, it’s just a 
street sign, what’s the big deal?”, street signs are important in assisting emergency 
personnel in providing rapid responses.  Thank you, observant neighbors, for putting in this 
request and getting the job done.

Ask Mr. Science!
While Mr. Science had promised in the last issue of the Brookside Beacon to 
explain the mystery of why it seems every year gets shorter as we grow older (this 
summer apparently got shorter than even he expected), he regretably was unable 
to submit his answer in time for this issue but promises to return.  Thank you for 
understanding.
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Crayon marks on the walls? 
Try a damp rag, dipped in baking 
soda.  You’ll find the marks come 
off with very little effort.

Helpful Household Hints

Candle Tip
Candles will last longer if they 
are placed in the freezer for at 
least 3 hours prior to burning.

Splinter in your finger?
Try reaching for the scotch tape 
before resorting to tweezers or 
a needle.  Simply put the scotch 
tape over the splinter & lift.



Top:  Kim Ashley at the finish line 
on first day (100 miles).

Middle:  Riding in honor of 
neighbor Lauri Bradstreet

Bottom left:  Over-the-shoulder shot
Bottom right:  On the road shot.  

(note:  Lance Armstrong is in 
yellow/black jersey)

Cranking It Up for Cancer

The Pelotonia Bike Tour was held this year on Saturday, 
August 29 and Sunday, August 30, and among the cyclists 
riding the 180 miles to Athens, Ohio and back was our 
neighbor, Kim Ashley (Mapleleaf Boulevard).  Through this 
event, Kim was able to raise $2485 in donations for cancer 
research at The James Cancer Hospital, far exceeding the 
amount he was committed to raise.  Some of the money he 
raised was thanks to the generosity of fellow neighbors.

Kim, an avid cyclist who has twice participated in the 
Death Ride through the Sierra Mountain range in California, 
was personally motivated to participate in the Pelotonia Bike 
Tour by the many family members and friends he has 
known who developed cancer.  Notably, he sought to 
memorialize our neighbor Lauri Bradstreet, who recently lost 
her battle with cancer, by bearing her name on his calf (see 
photo on left).

Kim had the fortunate opportunity to ride next to and 
speak to Lance Armstrong.  He thanked Lance for 
participating in the event and told him about Lauri.  Lance 
expressed his sympathy and said that it must be hard for 
the neighborhood to experience such a loss.

Kim plans to participate in this event again next year.  
Congratulations to Kim for his personal effort in successfully 
completing the ride and for his admirable contribution to 
cancer research.  

Photos by Kim Ashley

Our deepest sympathy goes out to the 
Bradstreet family (Littleleaf Lane) on the loss of 
Lauri Bradstreet,  who passed away Saturday, 
August 22nd.  May your heartfelt memories bring 
you much comfort.
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http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?l=2d977d6389&pid=30320354&id=1401309690
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?l=2d977d6389&pid=30320354&id=1401309690
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?l=2d977d6389&pid=30320368&id=1401309690
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?l=2d977d6389&pid=30320354&id=1401309690


Cashing in on Home Improvements
Homeowners who make improvements to their home's energy efficiency may be eligible for a 

federal tax credit if completed between January 1, 2009 and December 31, 2010.  To be 
eligible, the improvements must be for the taxpayer's principal residence (although, there a 
exceptions that qualify for geothermal heat pumps, solar panels or water heaters, and small 
wind energy systems in a secondary home).   Qualifying improvements for a primary residence 
include installation of :

insulation, 
exterior and/or storm windows,
exterior and/or storm doors,
roofing (metal and/or asphalt)
heating and air conditioning units,
water heaters

Most of these tax credits offered for energy efficiency are 30% of the cost of the 
improvement, with a maximum total amount that can be claimed for all qualifying improvements 
of $1500.   There are a few improvements not subject to the $1500 cap, which must be placed 
into service by December 31, 2016 and include geothermal heat pump, solar energy systems, 
small wind energy systems, and residential fuel cells.  This tax credit also includes hybrid and 
other energy-efficient vehicles, though it may not currently apply to all models available to the 
consumer. 

It should be noted that there are very specific criteria that need to be met in order for the 
installed item to qualify for the tax credit.  Homeowners are encouraged to determine if their 
home improvement projects will qualify by going to the Energy Star website at 
www.energystar.gov

Skyline Drive East Project Update
At a public hearing held on August 13, the developer and property 

owner of the Skyline Drive East area requested a zoning change from 
L-AR-12 (Limited Apartment Residential District) to 
L-C-4 (Limited Commercial District) which was granted by the City of
Columbus Zoning Office.  What this means is that the seven acres
located at the two corners at the intersection of Skyline Drive East and 
Snouffer Road will be used for office and/or hotel development.

At this same hearing, our neighbor and  BSCCA Far Northwest
Coalition Liaison Tom Zwick (Palmleaf Lane) called to question some 
of the language that had been included in the zoning change application regarding a 
“conservation easement” (or a Tree Preservation Area).  This easement is much like a deed 
restriction. Once put into place by the developer, it ensures protection and perpetual care of the 
Tree Preservation Area.  Previous plans had called for a Tree Preservation Area of 30 feet which 
will now be 50 feet.  This is good news for the four houses in our neighborhood that abut this 
commercial property.

No dates for when construction will begin.  Additional information can be found at the City of 
Columbus Zoning Office Website:  
http://development.columbus.gov/NeighborhoodsandResidents 
/boards_commisions/dev_commission/2009_Agenda.asp

Contributed by Tom Zwick ((Palmleaf Lane)
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http://development.columbus.gov/NeighborhoodsandResidents /boards_commisions/dev_commission/2009_Agenda.asp
http://development.columbus.gov/NeighborhoodsandResidents /boards_commisions/dev_commission/2009_Agenda.asp
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The Costume
Some things to consider when helping your child pick out a safe 

Halloween costume or when making a costume:
• Make sure it is fire proof, including accessories such as wigs, props, or 

a trick-or-treat bag.  
• Plan costumes that are bright and reflective, so they are visible to 

traffic.  
• Consider adding reflective tape or striping to the costume and trick-or- 

treat bags for greater visibility.  
• Make sure that costumes are short enough to prevent tripping, 

entanglement, or contact with flame.  
• Eyeholes should be large enough for good peripheral vision.  
• Make sure that if the child is carrying a prop, such as a scythe, sword, 

etc. that the tips are smooth and flexible enough to not cause injury if 
fallen upon.

The Treating
Some things to consider when your child 
goes out trick-or-treating:
• Make sure the child is carrying a flashlight or glowstick or has reflective 

tape on their costume to make them more visible to cars
• Be sure small children are accompanied by an adult or older sibling.
• When trick-or-treating without an adult, let the children know they should 

stay together as a group.
• Remind children to cross neighborhood streets at intersections and not 

between parked cars and to look both ways for cars before 
crossing the street.

• Treat your kids to a spooky Halloween dinner before trick-or-treating so 
they will be less likely to eat candy before a parent has a
chance to check the treats to be sure they are safe.

• If you set jack-o-lanterns on your porch with candles in them, make sure 
they are far enough out of the way so that the children’s 
costumes won’t be accidentally set on fire.
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